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“God |s Love” 
By W. H. Feldmann 


THOU whose name is love, 
My heart doth crave for Thee; 
To feel Thy warmth, 
Rest in Thy peace, 
Is perfect joy for me! 


O Thou whese name is love, 
I hasten to Thy side; 

To flee the tumult, 

Quench the flame, 
That in my soul reside! 


OQ Thou whose name is love, 
I long to slake my thirst; 
Cast out my fears, 
Remove my doubts, 
Make only Thee the first! 


O Thou whose name is love, 
No matter what betide; 
If I must stay or go— 
Thou changest not, 
In Thee I can abide. 


vw 
Man's Groping After Origins 


“Canst thou by searching find out 
God?” .Not apart from His revelation 
of Himself. No one, even in this ad- 
vanced age of science, can answer the 
question any better than Job did when 
it was put to him by his friend Zophar, 
perhaps thirty-five hundred years ago. 
How strange that man, in his natural 
pride, will imagine and accept theory 
after strange theory of the origin of all 
things rather than believe the plain, 
Biblical record of creation! Forty of 


the member societies. of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science met in Boston and Cambridge 
during the week following Christmas. 
Dr. Roy K. Marshall, science editor of 
the Evening Bulletin (Phila.) reported 
the sessions. He (or a headline writer) 
headed the article with just the first 
three words of the Bible, “In the be- 
ginning —,” but he carefully avoided any 
mention of God or the Bible in his 
article. Bearing out the second line of 
the heading —“Science still doesn’t know 
answer to how our universe originated” 
—are such statements as these: “Intui- 
tive guesses about the beginnings of 
things are, somehow, always intriguing 
to most of us... . There can be no new 
creation of matter or energy. This is 
the fundamental postulate of science. 
Nothing ever came from nothing. . . 

What, then, can be a beginning point 
in our speculations about thé origins 
of what we observe? . . . How did this 
system of planets originate? ... At this 
moment we can say that we don’t know 
how the solar system came into exist- 


, ence.” Dr. Marshall, who has specialized 


in astronomy, gives amazing facts con- 

cerning the stars, reviews several the- 

ories, and tells why they have been 

abandoned; and, referring to “dark 

clouds of dust and gasses ... in the 

Milky Way,” he says, “Never has any- 
. 


x 


one seen any change in these clouds; 
never has anyone seen any evidence of 
evolution of any star.” Once he Ccapital- 
ized the word “Creation,”! perhaps out 
of respect for that far-away event of 
which he professes to know nothing. 
Uncertainty persists to the end of his 
article, for of the latest theory that stars 
come from gas and dust in the Milky 
Way, he says, “And it, like so many other 
hypotheses concerning the beginnings of 
things, will also pass away.” But no one 
néed grope about in such a maze of 
theory and speculation,,for “the heavens 
declare the. glory of God; and ‘the firma- 
ment shéeweth his handywork.” “He 
made the stars also. And God set them 
in the firmament of the heaven to give 
light upon the earth.” “He telleth the 
number of the stars; he calleth them all 
by their names” (neither of which man 
can do). The Nineteenth Psalm calls 
His world and His Word to witness to 
God’s power. That newspaper heading, 
scrupulously avoiding the use of that 
wonderful name, “God,” is typical of 
man’s natural wisdom and his stubborn, 
willful unbelief. How much richer and 
fuller and happier life becomes, and 
what a glorious light is shed on all the 
beauties and wonders of the natural 
world when we add that one word (and 
accept it by faith): “In the beginning 
God...” 


Our Daily Trials 


I. Weariness and Loneliness 


“He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 


"Ler we is much of labor, and much 
of weariness, in this our fitful, busy 
life. We all grow weary of the 
eager, restless activity, the strife and 
competition, the controversy arid fierce 
debate, in which, willingly or unwill- 
ingly, we are involved 6n every side. 
Some are weary of the sameness and 
monotony of their lives, some of their 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want” (Psa.. 23:1). 

















toil and labor. How many sicken through 
weariness of Hope deferred, of long and 
fevered anxiety? How many are weary 


_of disappointments, of blow succeeding 


blow, making bright dreams to vanish, 
and all life’s sweet illusions to disap- 
pear? 

Who, can walk through the crowded 
streets of our great cities, without be- 
ing struck by the harassed, weary ex- 
pression of many, nay, of most of the 
faces we encounter? And what is the 
cause of all this, and what are its rem- 
edies? 

The cause lies not alone in the wear 
and tear of our daily lives, in the trials, 
anxieties, and disappointments which 
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beset us. Often it is found that the 
cause of our weariness is within us. We 
fret and fume about our troubles when 
we should only bring them one by one, 
or in their accumulated number, to Him 
who has said, by the mouth of His apos- 


tle, “Casting all your care upon him, 
for he careth for you.” 


How should we not be weary when 
we are forcing ourselves to carry a bur- 
den utterly beyond our strength, and 
which another has offered to carry for 
us? How can we hope to walk steadily 
and safely when we forget to lay hold 
of that Hand which is ever held out for 
us to clasp? How should we not stumble 
and fall as children groping in the dark, 
if we cease to pray daily and hourly 
for the true light which can alone en- 
lighten us, and make us to see clearly 
the path we should tread? 


But there is an actual sense of weari- 
ness, which comes as a part and portion 
of our daily trial. We have to bear it 
with God’s help indeed, when sought, yet 
still to bear it as our own allotted bur- 
den. Yet, even for this there are sources 
of peace and comfort open to us to 
which we may have recourse. Was our 
divine Lord weary —He whose human 
frame could inherit no sinful weakness 
or infirmity; whose calm and holy mind 
could be ruffied by no hostility of men; 
whose Spirit brooded, as at the begin- 
ning, over the darkness, and knew the 
light which men were rejecting, and the 
bliss which they were forfeiting, and the 
eternity of glory which they were so 
nearly missing? Yes, truly, source and 
fountain of strength though He was, He 
was Himself often weary, like those 
whose nature He had assumed. We see 
it when He rested during that hot noon 
beside the well of Samaria, “wearied 
with his journey”; when He lay sleep- 
ing in the “hinder part of the ship”; 
when He constrained His disciples to 





The Editorial 

Many years ago the American 
Tract Society published 4 little 
volume entitled “Our Daily Trials; 
And How to Bear Them,” which 
has a certain timeless character 
and is worth its weight in gold. 
The writer is unknown, but he or 
she had a deep understanding of 
the hearts of men and the heart of 
God. The Rev. T. Christie Innes, 
general secretary of the American 
Tract Society, has given the Trmes 
cordial permission to reprint the 
seven chapters of this little known 
volume. The first two are given 
in this editorial, and there are five 
more to follow. 

The little book will probably be 
reissued by the American Tract 
Society, 21 W. 46th St., New York 
19, 
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“come . .. apart into a desert place, 
and rest awhile”; when, as He was bear- 
ing His cross, weakened by the sufferings 
of the previous night, He sank beneath 
its weight, and another was called to 
bear it for Him. 


“Tempted like as we are, yet without 
sin.” Yea, doubtless tempted to faint- 
ing and despondency, to laying down the 
cross, to shrinking from the draining 
of the cup. Tempted, yet never yield- 
ing for a moment to the tempter, though 
the conflict were such that great drops 
of blood came as witnesses of His agony. 
He who conquered the temptation was 
yet so overwhelmed by the anguish, as 
to need an angel’s hand to strengthen 
Him. 

My friend, when we are weary let 
us taste the cordial of our Saviour’s love; 
it will revive and quicken us, and bid 
us faint not, neither be weary. 

There is yet another thought which 
should soothe us when weary —the re- 
membrance of those who are resting in 
the eternal repose of calm love. How 
should it comfort us to know that their 
toil is over, their battle fought and won! 

Would we think upon whatever is most 
restful in’ nature—the tranquil lake 
scarcely rippling in the silver moonbeams, 
the quiet river shadowed by overhanging 
willows, or any home scene of pleasant 
pastures and fair gardens? Would we 
recall some old loved melody, which has 
ever exercised a hallowed influence upon 
our imagination? These are but types, 
dimly foreshadowing the peace and rest 
we need. No river can be equal in quiet 
beauty to that “pure river of water of 
life, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.” No home scene 
of pleasant pastures can be like unto 
those green pastures of eternity, by the 
side of which the Saviour leadeth His 
own redeemed ones. 

Well I know thy trouble, 
O My servant true; 


« Thou art very weary, © 
I was weary, too. 


But that toil shall make thee 
Some day all Mine own, 
And the end of sorrow 
Shall be near My throne. 
“Fear not, for I am with thee.” 

Very lonely was our blessed Lord at 
all periods of His life. His divine nature, 
His utter freedom from all the petty 
cares and follies which so harass our 
minds, would tend to make Him stand 
alone. His was a lonely childhood, 
though peculiarly beloved in His human 
as in His divine life. His mother even 
gazed upon Him with awe, and treas- 
ured His sayings in her heart. 

He stood alone amid the doctors in 
the Temple, hearing and asking them 
questions. He went forth to His bap- 
tism, treading the waters of Jordan, as 
He should hereafter tread God’s wine- 
press—alone. He fasted alone those 
forty days and forty nights. It was alone 
that He wrestled with the tempter; after 
the conflict was ended, and the victory 
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achjeved, and not till then, angels came 


and ministered unto Him. 


Who wil! deny that He was alone even 
in those crowded streets of Jerusalem? 
Were there’ any who stood with Him? 
Was there one who understood Him? 
When He prayed, it was on the dark 
mountaintop alone. When He judged 
the Por sinful woman, her accusers 
went. out one by one, and Jesus. was 
left alone with only the sad, shame- 
stricken outcast awaiting her sentence. 

In His agony in the Garden, how lonely 
did He <stand, and kneel, and wrestle 


(Continued on page 118) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Further Thoughts on Eating Blood 


Greetings in Christ. Concerning 
the October 19, 1946, issue of THe Sun- 
pay ScHooL Times, page 942 [“Is It 
Wrong to Eat Blood?”], may I suggest 
that viticus 17:14 emphasizes for 
Israel, with precious teaching as to the 
Sacrifice, but that Genesis 9:4 shows 
that blood has never been given by 
God as food to any. Hence partaking 
of it would seem to be a misappropri- 
ation, affecting all classes, and the ar- 
rangements in the New Testament 
would not be temporary or _local. 
Blood er black penne: or tonics con- 
taining blood from animals killed to 
retain the blood would all be against 
the revealed will of God. (I know 
His tenderness as. to unwitting mis- 
takes.) 

The spiritual teaching is another 
matter. That also is precious. Our 
food, our strengthening, and enjoy- 
ment are continually associated with 
the basis thought, “My precious Sav- 
iour died for me.” Breese Gopende 
on. thhis—on Him. To Him glory. 
Yours in His loving service, Percy W. 
Heward, editor, ioughts from the 
Word of God (London). 

It would seerr that Mr. Heward has 
raised an important point in his refer- 
ence to Genesis 9:4: “But flesh with 
the life thereof, which is the blood 
thereof, shall ye not eat.” Other readers 
have doubted the correctness of the an- 
swer given in “Notes on Open Letters,” 
October 19, 1946, on the problem of eat- 
ing blood, References were made to the 
church conference of Acts 15, and quo- 
tations were given from such outstand- 
/ing commentators as John Peter Lange, 
Bishop Ellicott, Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown, and Matthew Henry. All of these 
held that the prohibition concerning 
blood in Acts 15:29: was temporary, in- 
tended primarily for the Church at that 
time; but it was also pointed out that 
we should abstain from the eating of 
blood for health reasons and whenever 
it might cause anyone else to stumble. 

Genesis 9:4 was not taken into account, 
but it is an important passage for us, 
having been given to Noah imniediately 
after the flood, and being in ‘the same 
context with the law of capital punish- 
ment (v. 6) and the first occurrence of 
the rainbow and the promise. connected 
with it. 
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The Romance of the Greek FE 


New Testament r= Naser care with which théithids of 


By H. FRAMER SMITH, Ph.D., Th.D., D.D. 


N POINT of origin the Hebrew Bible 
came first; the Greek New Testa- 
ment came second; the English 

translation of the Hebrew and the Greek 
came third. But as printed volumes, 
these three did not appear in the above 
order. The English Bible came first: 
John Wycliffe’s appeared about 1380, 
136 years before a printed Greek New 
Testament was available. The Hebrew 
Bible came second: it was printed in 
1488, twenty-eight years before a printed 
Greek New Testament was available. 
This means that no printed Greek New 
Testament reached the public before 
A.D. 1516.1 , 

It might have reached the public even 

later but for a series of rather roman- 


tic factors. Among them were the . 


regency of a Spanish cardinal, the birth 
of a baby emperor, the cunning of a 
Swiss printer, and the opportunism of a 
Holland scholar. The cardinal was Francis 
Ximenes de Cisneros (1437-1517), who 
for a time was Regent of Spain. The 


‘new king of Spain, Charles V, was born 


(1500) during Ximenes’ regency. Ac- 
customed to the poverty of a monk, the 
cardinal, now recipient of a royal sti- 
pend, accepted the king’s birth as an 
opportunity to divert much of his in- 
come to the church. He determined to 
celebrate the event by producing the 
first printed Greek New Testament,2 
with the Pope’s approval. At this point 
the cunning of the Swiss printer comes 
into view. 


Erasmus’ Greek New Testament 


He is really the German, Johannes 
Froben, who had become printer of 
Basel, Switzerland. An alert publisher, 
he shrewdly foresaw handsome _ profit 
that would accrue from the large sale 
of an inexpensive printed Greek New 
Testament, granted he were first in the 
field. He considered Desiderius Eras- 
mus, Dutch scholar and friend of Luther, 
who at the time was touring England, 
capable of collating the text, and wrote 
him to that effect. By return mail 
Erasmus not only accepted the task but 
promised to have the text ready for 
Froben’s press within a year. That 
promise he kept. Froben’s farsighted- 
ness. was vindicated. The Erasmus 
Greek New Testament reached the pub- 
lic in the spring of 1516, was an imme- 
diate sensation, and ‘went into five edi- 
tions. One of these editions was 





1Another Greek text was printed in 1514 
but did not reach the public until 1522. 

*As a portion of a larger Bible work called 
the Complutensian Polyglot. 


Back of the King James Version, 
the American Standard: Version, and 
other editions of the New Testa- 
ment that we use so freely today lie 
centuries of scholarly research, 
which was undertaken in order that 
the commen-people might have the 
twenty-seven inspired books in their 
own tongue. When we realize all 
that has been done for us in this 
respect, we cannot help but feel a 
great debt of gratitude to the men 
who devoted their lives to the task, 
and thankfulness to God for watch- 
ing over the translations and copies. 
This is the second and concluding 
article by Dr. Smith on the making 
of the English Bible. 








revised by comparing it with Ximenes’ 
Greek New Testament, which was pub- 
lished in 1522, 

Meanwhile the cardinal’s Compluten- 
sian Polyglot was slowly taking form. 
Its New Testament section was printed 
as early as 1514, almost a full year be- 
fore Erasmus began work on his text. 
But Ximenes’ New Testament had to 
await the completion of the Polyglot 
as a whole, so as to receive the Pope’s 
blessing. It was 1522 when, having met 
these conditions, “it was published. By 
this time a fourth edition of the Eras- 
mus text was called for. In editing it 
the Dutch scholar availed himself of 
Ximenes’ text to improve his, own. 

For his text Erasmus employed but 
five Greek manuscripts, none of which 
contained the entire New Testament 
and all of which were minuscules of 
late origin.® The manuscript on which 
he based his text was a very poor one, 
but the one by which he corrected this 
basic text was both worthy and valu- 
able. At certain points in his text, 
where Greek manuscripts were not 
available, he filled the gaps by retrans- 
lating the Latin Vulgate, or Latin manu- 
scripts of the Vulgate, into Greek. 
Ximenes’ source documents were no 
better, if indeed as good. 

Once this woeful dearth of source 
documents for the Erasmus-Ximenes 
text was recognized, search was made 
for additional manuscripts, and the criti- 
cal study of newly discovered docu- 
ments began. By the beginning of the 





® Minuscules, also called cursives, are manu- 
scripts written in a “running had.” Uncials 
are hand-printed manuscripts. Of the five used 
by Erasmus one was of the 10th century; two 
were of the 12th century; one was of the 13th 
century; one was of the 15th century. 
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penn ep tary astonishing progress had 
nm made in this textual study. De- 
spite these gains the Erasmus-Ximenes 
ext, conijpuetl to be the pattern text 
for $'¥.ebtinted Greek New Testa- 
mént until 1803.. Two such printed texts 
appeared before the close of the 16th 
century; still another appeared in the 
17th century. The first of these three 
was by the Parisian Typographer-Royal 
and his son, Robert and Henry 
Stephens;4 the second by the learned 
Theodore Beza, friend of and successor 
to John Calvin; the third was by two 
Holland printers, the Elzevirs. While 
the Stephanus text was a reprint of 
Erasmus-Ximenes, it contained a mar- 
ginal apparatus displaying the varied 
readings that Simon de Colinaeus, father- 
in-law of Henry Stephens, had found.in 
fifteen additional manuscripts which he 
had discovered and collated. Beza’s 
text, reaching nine editions, was nothing 
more than the reproduction of the 
Stephanus text. The several Elzevir 
editions were simply reproductions of 
the Beza text. A Latin remark in the 
preface of one Elzevir edition struck 
fire and made the Erasmus-Ximenes- 
Stephanus-Beza-Elzevir text the domi- 
nant printed Greek New Testament for 
three hundred years! It said: “You 
now possess (in this edition) the text 
that is received by all.”5 This so-called 
Textus Receptus ruled these centuries. 
Monks fought the scholars who were 
critically examining newly discovered 
manuscript documents; printers refused 


to publish any text but Textus Receptus; ; 


Christian communities refused to read 
any but this Received Text of the New 
Testament. Little wonder that Eberhard 
Nestle complains,é with some little ex- 
aggeration, that for centuries Christian 
scholars contented themselves with a 
Greek text based on two or three late 
manuscripts. 


Today’s Search for Source Documents 


Today, in the middle 20th century, the 
search for and discovery of New Testa- 
ment source documents goes on. They 
are found in five forms, the first two 
—as listed here—being the most im- 
portant: manuscripts proper, including 
uncials and minuscules; 7 versions, trans- 
lated wholly or in part from Greek 
manuscripts; citations from the fathers 
(Patristic Quotations) who, whether 
Greek, Latin, or Syrian, quote with more 
or less accuracy from Greek manu- 
scripts, or from manuscripts that are 
translations of Greek manuscripts; Scrip- 
ture readings (lectionaries) used in pub- 
lic church worship; and papyrus quo- 
tations, very few in number (about 40) 





*Known as the Stephanus text. Colinaeus. 
who really prepared an edition of the Greek 
New Testament text, received no credit for 
his valuable textual work. 

&“Textum ergo habes nunc ab omnibus re- 
ceptum.” t 

* “Textual Criticism of the Greek New Tes- 
tament,” p. 13, 

7 See footnote No. 3. 
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and wholly fragmentary. We possess 
more than 4,000 Greek manuscripts 
proper; about 9,000 manuscripts of ver- 
sions, the overwhelming number of 
these being Latin manuscripts. Modestly 
estimating the other three at about 1,000, 
we possess today more than 14,000 New 
Testament text source documents over 
against the 20 or 21 source documents 
on which Textus Receptus, which ruled 
for three centuries, was based. The 
most important feature of all this is the 
fact that the King James Authorized 
Version is the translation of Textus Re- 
ceptus. 

Dr. A. T. Robertson, whose initial 
statement about Textus Receptus$ is 
that it cannot be followed, goes on to 
declare that it is neither bad nor hereti- 
cal. but,.to the contrary, a substantially 
correct text. He cites Dr. Hort, of the 
celebrated Westcott-Hort combination, as 
declaring seven-eighths of its words to 
be universally accepted, and the remain- 
ing eighth, while requiring critical ex- 
amination and correction, to be marked 
merely with “comparative trivialities” 
such .as order of words, and _ the like, 


The Weakness of the Textus Receptus 


Beside these merited virtues of Textus 
Receptus, we must write certain demerit. 
It lacks access to thousands of source 
documents discovered since its day. It 
lacks participation in most of the four 
hundred years of devoted textual labors 
of men, many of whom were as spiritu- 
ally sound as they were scholarly eru- 
dite. It lacks all but insignificant con- 
tact with the results of thorough study 
of single readings,® especially of the 
scientific methods of this study and its 
application to groups and classes of 
manuscripts. It counted manuscripts; 
the method now employed weighs them. 
Textus Receptus reigned three hundred 
years. But it represents a very late 
New Testament text, one-eighth of 
which, even in the judgment of scholars 
who proclaim its merits, stands in need 
of textual scrutiny and correction. Over 
against it, notably in the text of the 
Westcott-Hort Greek New Testament, we 
have not merely the earliest known 
text, but the earliest pure text —a text 
that, more than any other, gives us the 
content of the long lost autographs of 
the New Testament. Since inspiration 
has to do with the inerrancy and in- 
fallibility of these original autographs, 
it is the autograph text and not the text 
of Textus Receptus in which spiritually- 
minded scholarship is inert inter- 
ested. 

The studies begun “ Simon de 
Colinaeus (1534) were carried on by 
others, despite strong early opposition. 





®“Introduction to the Textual Criticism of 
the New Testament,” p..17; but read also page 
21. 

* Otherwise called “varied Tentinen.” For 
example, some manuscripts read, “. . . peace 
on earth. good will to men.” Others read, 
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' « » peace on earth to men of good will.” 
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The ablest men of the church pressed 
forward this quest for the autograph 
text of the New Testament. Some, few 
of them, like Cardinal Ximenes, were 
Roman Catholic scholars. A few were 
university professors eminent in the 
field of philology. Some, like Froben 
and the Elzevirs, were printers.1° The 
studies initiated by Colimaeus were 
climaxed, in 1881, by the appearance of 
Westcott and ‘Hort’s text, acclaimed the 
greatest Greek Néw Testament ever 
printed. Its. proof sheets were in the 
hands of the revisers. As a result the 
Revised Version represents the West- 
cott-Hort. “greatest Greek text” in con- 
trast to the Authorized Version, which 
represents Textus Receptus. The Nestle 
text of 1908 is the Westcott-Hort text 
compared with Tischendorf’s eighth edi- 
tion and Weymouth’s Resultant Greek 
New Testament. The Nestle text of 
1930 is Erwin Nestle’s carefully revised 
publication of his father, Eberhard 
Nestle’s text. 

In studying his fifteen additional 
manuscripts, Colinaeus observed a num- 
ber of readings that differed from those 
of the Erasmus-Ximenes text. These 
differences are now called Single Read- 
ings, hut almost always mentioned as 
Various Readings and Varied Readings. 
In the preparation of Textus Receptus 
these readings, together with the source 
documents in which they occurred, were 
simply counted, But the scholars who 
carried on the work of Colinaeus dis- 
covered a way to weigh rather than 
count the documents. The .amassed 
manuscripts (External Evidence) were 
subjected to Internal Evidence in -the 
following manner. * 


Individuals, Groups, and Families 


Individual manuscripts were examined ‘ 


to observe if the Singlé Readings were 
the result of.the scribe’s copyist labors 
(Transcriptional Evidence). The con- 
text of each Single Reading was then 
studied with a view to determining, if 
possible, which reading expressed the 
human author’s. statement (Intrinsic 
Evidence). This application of internal 
evidence to external evidence soon re- 
vealed that manuscripts were not infre- 
quently groups of documents rather than 
merely individual manuscripts. A siz- 
able number of manuscripts turned out 
to be but one document: such groups 
were merely copies. of some one manu- 





1° A partial list, with the date of publica- 
tions, is Baljon . (1898); Bengel (1725); Bentley 
(1720); -Beza (1582);  Caryophilus ~ (1625); 
Colinaeus (1534); Fell (1675); Gebhardt (1881); 
Gregory (1884-94); Griesbach (1803-07); Hort 
(1881); le Jay (1630; 1633); Lachmann (1831); 
Mace (1729); Maestricht (1711); Mil (1677); 
Eberhard. Nestle (1908); Erwin Nestle (1930); 
Plantin (1569-72); ott (1897); Semler. (c. 
1750); Simon (1680); Souter (1910); Tischen- 
dorf- (1841-1859); Tregelles (1857-79); von Soden 
(1902-13); -Walton (1657); Weiss (1894-1005); 
Westcott (1881); Wettstein. . (#213, | 1730, 1751, 
52); Weymouth (1905). Von Soden labored to 
produce a text superior to that of Westcott- 
Hort but failed to achieve this. 
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seript, or copies of some of these copies. 
Internal Evidence was now applied to 
these groups in order that the Single 
Readings of groups of documents 

be as thoroughly examined as the Sin 
Readings of individual manuscripts. It 
was soon learned that these groups had 
genealogical or ~ family relationship. 
Thus, in addition to individual manu- 
scripts and groups of manuscripts, there 
arose the designation classes (families) 
of manuscripts. The Single Readings of 
these classes were now subjected to the 
transcriptional and intrinsic internal 
evidence mentioned above. To produce 
their text, Westcott and Hort labored 
twenty-eight years in this kind of 
textual study. 


The Tremendous Labor Involved 


As indicated, Colinaeus introduced 
this method of textual study in 1534. 
By 1707 John Mill's studies of the: in- 
creased number of source documents 
and, hence, of Single Readings, tabu- 
lated 30,000 variant readings—not be- 
cause of a corrupt text of the New Tes- 
tament, but due to mounting numbers 
of manuscripts, each of which was hand 
copied.. In 1713 John Wettstein pub- 
lished a volume on the significance of 
these varied readings. In 1725 J. A. 
Bengel classified Single Readings as (1) 
genuine; (2) probably genuine; _ (3) 
good; (4) poor; (5) unacceptable. By 
1900 only 20 of 149 readings classed by 
Bengel as genuine were still accepted as 
genuine. By 1900, however, 83 of 118 
readings regarded by him as probably 
genuine had been accepted —by these 
textual studies—as genuine. Tischen- 
dorf’s %th edition (1859) differed from 
his 1849 edition in* 1,259 readings. His 
8th edition (1864-72) differs from his 7th 
(1859) in 3,572 readings. In 1886 Dr. 
Benjamin B. Warfield’s published state- 
ment gives 200,000 variant readings in 
the New Testament manuscripts, a_fig- 
ure that Eberhard Nestle, in 1901, re- 
duces to 150,900. These data are cited 
that the reader might appreciate the 
tremendous labor that has been spent 
upon the study of thousands of docu- 
ments—earlier and later copies of 
copies of the original autographs of the 
New Testament in order that the church 
may possess that autograph text. It is 
impossible to prove, on documentary 
grounds, that we do not possess that 
autograph text in the Westcott-Hort 
and Eberhard and Erwin Nestle Greek 
New Testaments. 

Behind the labors of these devoted 
men and their persistence, first, to pfo- 
duce the printed text of the Greek New 
Testament and, second, to recover the 
autograph text, lies a‘story both thrill- 
ing and dramatit. Tregelles lost his 
sight deciphering Greek manuscripts. A 
brilliant English scholar, he became first 
a pauper, then a ward of Great Britain. 
His ‘master’ contribution fo' the study 
method was establishing accurate means 
whereby an early Greek text could be 
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distinguished from a late Greek text. 


The nobleman, Gottlob (Aenotheus) 
Friedrich Konstantin von Tischendorf, 
had access to both German and Rus- 
sian funds in lavish amount. He toured 
Europe, several times, and the near East 
in quest: of documents. His discovery, 
in 1859, of one of the very best manu- 
scripts, Codex Sinaiticus, is in itself an 
epic.. The Westcott-Hort inclusion of 
any and all previously observed families 
of texts under four classes — Neutral, 
Western, Alexandrins! Syrian — and 
their demonstration of .the Neutral as 
the purest text, is the highest pinnacle 
on the mountainous road to the recovery 
of the autograph text of the New Testa- 
ment. The discovery of literally mil- 
lions of common documents — contracts, 
bills of sale, personal letters, and what 
not— written in the Koine or common 
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Greek of the New Testament is a most 
fascinating story. Up until these dis- 
coveries, practically all Koine Greek was 
limited to that of the New Testament 
and to the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament—the Septuagint Version, 
also called the LXX. The New Testa- 
ment grammars and lexicons (diction- 
aries) of today are facets which shed 
the light of its own Koine language upon 
the text of the Greek New Testament. 
We possess today not only the autograph 
text of our New Testament but, along 
with it, the word pictures that charac- 
terized the millions of words of that 
Koine Greek at the very time that it 
became the language of the New Testa- 
ment. To speak of the romance of the 
Greek New Testament is not in any 
sense an exaggeration. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Can Palestine Support a Large Population? 


What conservation, afforestation, and canalizing 
can do toward the restoration of “the land” 


By THOMAS A. LAMBIE, M.D. 


While awaiting God’s time for the purchase of a site for the establish- 

ing of a new work for The Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 

Missions among the Palestine Jews, Dr. Lambie and three helpers are in 

Jerusalem, preparing for the day when a tuberculosis sanitorium for 

all races and a missionary rest home can be erected, and a work begun 

for Jewish and, Arabian youth. This is the fifth article received from 
Dr. Lambie. 


EW people realize the extent of the 

temporal benefits that have come to 
Palestine from the presence of the Jew- 
ish people who have entered during the 
last twenty-five years. They have been 
great and must be seen to be fully ap- 
preciated. 

Perhaps a. brief review of the. geog- 
raphy of the country will Jielp us to 
understand her problems as well as ap- 
preciate what has been accomplished. 
It is not a large country, not much over 
nine thousand square miles, or about the 
size of. Wales. For such a smal] coun- 
try, it has wonderful variations of tem- 
perature and climate. 

The coastal plain, which was for- 
merly the land of the Philistines, ex- 
fends north and south from the Mediter- 
ranean eastward. to the mountains of 
Canaan. The northern end of this great 
plain is encroached upon by Mount Car- 
mel, which extends down to the beach, 
and, although the plain does continue 
northward from Carmel, it has not the 
same noble width. The Philistines gave 
their name. to the Holy Land, which is 
Phalasteen, or Palestine: The plain con- 
tains the great maritime cities of Jaffa, 
Tel Aviv, and Haifa, the last named 
being by far the most important sea- 
port. 

’ Across the northern half of this plain 
cuts another great plain, Esdraelon, or, 


g 


as it is sometimes called, after the gate- 
way beside Mt.-Carmel that gives en- 
trance to it, Megiddo. Here the final 
conflict of this world at Har-Megiddo, 
or Armageddon, will be fought. That 


future time of great moment is described | 


in Ezekiel 38 and 39. 

This plain, a beautifully green, wide 
stretch surrounded by mountains, ex- 
tends right across the land to the Jordan 
River. At the southern part of the plain 
is Dothan, where Joseph’s brethren sold 
him into captivity. The eastern end is 
where Gideon met the hosts of Midian 
and glorious! triumphed in the power 
of the Holy Spirit . 

North of Esdraelon we have the rug- 
ged mountains of Galilee, on the south- 
ernmost. slopes of the same is Nazareth, 
where our Saviour lived for so long. 
North of Nazareth the mountains stretch 
on into Syria. 

South of Esdraelon we have a suc- 
cession of mountains, the real mountains 
of the people of the Bible, for the Is- 
raelites lived on and in the. mountains 
and never did very much with the 
coastal plain. There is, however,. the 
area between plain and mountain, the 
Shephelah, or-the in-between land. The 
land of the foothills of the mountains 


-is.a very good land. Its possession in 


ancient times was in dispute between 
the Israelites and the Philistines, 
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Jerusalem is twenty-seven hundred 
feet above sea level, and as one goes 
southward from Jerusalem to Hebron 
the mountains are even higher. But 
soon after Hebron they gradually fall 
away into that country known as the 
Negeb, once a very populous and pro- 
ductive area but which has been per- 
mitted to return to a desert waste. 

In ancient times the hillsides of most 
of Palestine were covered with forests 
of oaks. and conifers, or else were ter- 
raced into productive olive and fig or- 
chards and vineyards. Someone has said. 
“The Arab has been called the child o! 
the desert, but he had better be calle 
the father of the desert, for, where h: 
is supreme, many of the best areas be- 
come desert.” While this may be an 
overstatement, yet there is truth in it. 
Let me hasten to add that he does not 
do this intentionally but through care- 
lessness and neglect. 

A very large factor in this, as has been 
only recently brought out, is the de- 
structive influence of the great herds of 
goats that the Arab seems especially 
fond of. Goats destroy young trees, 
and crop the grass too closely, so that 
water erosion can come in and do its 
deadly work, and altogether the goats 
in time practically destroy a country’s 
usefulness for agriculture. We saw this 
to be true in Africa as well. Were they 
fenced in, it would be different, but they 
never are. 

Due to neglect of terraces, the indis- 
criminate cutting of trees, and the goats, 
the soil that formerly covered these 
rocky hills has almost all washed away, 
leaving areas that even experts would 
condemn as unfit for agriculture. In a 
few places where the Jews have been 
permitted to settle on the hills they have 
proved that almost no area is hopeless. 
By grading and terracing and contour 
plowing, soil has been retained and even 
laboriously carried back above terraces. 
Nature’s God has been turning rock into 
fresh soil all these years ‘and is still 
doing it. ; 

Slightly under six per cent of the land 


has been made available to the Jewish’ 


pioneers for settlement, and this has 
been mostly on the coastal plain.: What 
they have accomplished in this limited 
area is little short of miraculous. We 
should not take too. seriously the claim 
that Palestine is overpopulated now. 


_ Give the Jews a chance and they will 


show the world. 

The writer is far from thinking that 
the Arab should be. turned out or 
treated harshly. Give them their rights, 
which means at least equal rights with 
the Jew. Equality for all, partiality to 
none. Let the Arabs come in, too, if 
they .want to, and they do want to. 
Actually more Arabs have come in dur- 
ing these past twenty-five years than 
ever before: There has no word been 
said about rationing their numbers or 
giving them a quota. .They come in 
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freely, as they should do, but so should 
the Jews. The Arabs have shared and 
will share the benefits of the Jewish 
colonization. 


Also to be considered is the great area 
ot ‘avans-Jordan recently given practi- 
cal autonomy under the Emir Abdullah. 
Trans-Jordan, the land of Moab, is an at- 
tractive land capable of supporting a 
fairly large population. At one time 
the Emir begged for Jewish settlers to 
come there, but his offer to receive them 
was rejected by the British authorities. 
One day it will be open for Jewish set- 
tlement. 

Dr. W. C. Lowdermilk, an American 
soil expert, recently visited Palestine 
at the suggestion of the then Vice-Presi- 
dent Wallace. He has written an attrac- 
tive book, “Palestine, Land of Promise.” 
It is very thought-compelling, especially 
as he is not Jewish. He came to study 
all these lands, and he did a good job. 
It is impossible in this article even to 
review the ‘book briefly, a truly mar- 
velous book, but we can: give his con- 
clusions — with soil conservation, af- 
forestation, and canalizing the Jordan, a 


great increase in population is possible. 


He calls his Jordan plan the J.V.A., 
or Jordan Valley Administration, after 
the T.V.A, (Tennessee Valley Adminis- 
tration). He would divert the Jordan 
into irrigation channels, using the water 
power to make electricity. All of the 
Jordon water would be used. This 
would mean that the Jordan would not 
flow intdé the Dead Sea, which, since it 
is not otherwise replénished, would dry 
up. To prevent this he plans a canal 
and a water tunnel from the Mediter- 
ranean that would yield tremendous 
electrical energy and, flowing in this 
Jordan channel at a regylated rate, 
would keep the Dead Sea level constant. 


His plan also calls for water con- 
servation in the Negeb, and other bene- 
fits planned for Trans-Jordan, using the 
most approved methods of dry-soil farm- 
ing. It undoubtedly can be done. 


Already many valuable chemicals 
have been extracted from the waters of 
the ,Dead Sea. This production could 
be increased a hundredfold, for in its 
waters are locked millions of treasure 
in potash and bromine and many other 
valuable fertilizers and chemicals. 

The prange groves of the coastal area 
could be greatly expanded, and those 
most delicious of all oranges, as well as 
other citrus fruits and their products, 
made available far and near. 

Palestine has a delightful climate. 
Last winter we had one snow, a real 
snowstorm, but it was all melted within 
a day, and the flowers were even bloom- 
ing through the’snow. Even on that day, 
had you taken a car to Jericho, after 
one hour you could have shed overcoat 
and perhaps ordinary coat, too. It is 
never really cold at the Dead Sea. Even 
in midsummer; from Galilee, Hermon’s 
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snowy mount can be seen, less than a 
day’s ride away. Most of the year the 
air is clear and refreshing and neither 
too hot nor too cold. A remarkable land. 


The Jews have drained and cleared 
many of those low marshy places that 
bred malarial mosquitoes, and the rug- 
ged, healthy faces of the pioneers make 
one happy. Their faces qre often sad, 
for it has been said that there is hardly 
a Jewish family in Palestine that has 
not lost at least one near relative in 
concentration camp or gas chamber. The 
happiness of those who have won 
through and settled in this land is tem- 
pered by thought of those still suffering 
in Europe today and of the millions who 
died so piteously in ghettos, concentra- 
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tion and labor camps, and gas chambers. 

I have personally visited. the agricul- 
tural settlements and can testify to the 
remarkable achievements made. Coming 
recently from Haifa to Jerusalem, it was 
a delight to see the orchards weighed 
down with highly colored fruit. No need 
to add artificial coloring to the peel of 
Palestine oranges. The sun adds the 
color. The grapefruit trees were also 
magnificent, while blooded cows ate 
oranges and grapefruit impartially with 
alfalfa and grass. 

The desert place shall indeed blossom 
as the rose, when He who was called 
“The Rose of Sharon” comes again to 
reign. 

JERUSALEM, 


A Christian Teacher's Influence 


How a college teacher nolend a bashful 
stu become an active Christian worker 


ENTERED the State Teachers’ Col- 

lege with the ,prayer that nothing 
would turn me aside from. following 
Christ. It never once occurred to me 
that there I might be helped instead of 
hindered, and that there I would be 
changed from a bashful Christian girl 
into an active Christian worker. Never- 
theless this proved to be the case, and 
that largely through the instrumentality 
of one person. This person was a’ mem- 
ber of the very group whose influence 
I most dreaded, the college faculty. 

Before I went to college, my parents 
tried to prepare me for attacks on my 
faith. As a child I had accepted Christ, 
and I really wanted to follow Him. 
But my parents had known other Chris- 
tian young people who had been turned 
aside by their college professors. So 
they obtained books to fortify my faith, 
such,as “Christ, Christianity and the 
Bible,” by I. M. Haldeman. Such books 
were very helpful in giving mc “a rea- 
son for the hope” that was in mé. Yet 
I entered with real fear of the influence 
gf the college faculy. My parents and 
I supposed that Christian teachers were 
only in Christian colleges, all of which 
were too far away. 

Miss M. Belle Sperry, one of my in- 
structors that very first term, was an 
unusually attractive woman, She was 
an interesting teacher, and I looked for- 
ward to her classes. The strange thing 
about her was that she looked and acted 
like a Christian. But I determined not 
to, be deceived by any of the Devil’s 
counterfeits. So the more Miss Belle 
attracted”*me, the more I prayed that 
she would not be able in any way to 
turn ‘me aside from the Lord. Occa- 
sionally something would come up in 
class concerning the Bible, and every . 
time this teacher took the Christian 
position, in contrast with other faculty 
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members. So I began to wonder if Miss 
Belle could possibly be a Christian. 

Finally I determined to make a test. 
Since Miss Belle taught literary criti- 
cism, among other things, it seemed she 
might be approached on that ground. 
So, one day after class, I showed her a 
poem beginning, “O my Saviour, Thou 
art precious,” and asked her what she 
thought of it. She glanced at the paper 
and then smiled down at me. “I thought 
you belonged to the Lord. We need 
you in our Christian group here on the 
campus.” But for the respect due a 
college teacher, I would have thrown 
my arms around her on the spot. 

Miss Belle proved to be an earnest 
Christian. She had been in the college 
for many years and had sponsored a 
Christian, group all that time. Through 
her and her Christian group, I came to 
see that my business in college was hot 
just to keep true to the Lord myself. 
The Lord had sent me to that particular 
place to win others for Him. 

Every Tuesday after classes were over, 
the Christian group had a private prayer 
meeting, and every Thursday — after 
school, there was a public meeting, to 
which we invited unsavéd students: Here 
at these Thursday meetings on the 
c.mpus I met many ‘distinguished Chris- 
tian workers. A number of these were 
foreign missionaries. Through these 
speakers I was brought into touch. with 
Christian work in many parts of the 
world. Their messages and their per- 
sonalities made me long to make my life 
reaily count for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
too. Who can measure the value of 
personal contact with some of the emi- 
nent saints of God! 

When we did not have an “outside” 
speaker, some of the girls in the group 
took charge. On one occasion I was 
asked to speak at this meeting. .I was 
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appalled at the prospect. I told the girls 
I was willing to do anything I could to 
help, but that I could not make a speech. 
The girls were very persistent, urging 
me to take the meeting, but I insisted 
just as firmly that I could not. 

, Miss Belle sent for me, when she 
heard that I had refused to speak. How 
I dreaded that interview! I feared it 
would be even more difficult to explain 
to her than to the girls. However, I 
marshaled whatever courage I could and 
went to her office. I told her I would 
help in any way I could, but that it was 
impossible for me to make a speech. To 
my great relief she said she knew just 
how I felt, and she believed I was really 
unable to “give a message.” 

I was departing, delighted that she 
was so understanding, when she called 
me back. “I agreed that you are unable 
to speak,” she said, “but I did not say 
that the Lord could not use you in this 
way. The question is, ‘Are you willing 
for Him to use you, if He chooses to do 
so?’” Before I got my breath, she said, 
“You pray about it.” I left the office 
greatly perturbed, but I did pray about 
it, and. the next time I was asked to 
speak I did not refuse. 

The first time I spoke, all the girls 
promised to pray for me. When I entered 
the room that day I was so frightened 
that I thought I would never be able to 
walk to the front. But someone gave 
out the hymn that begins, “When I fear 
my faith will fail, Christ will hold me 
fast.” And.I went on in the strength 
of that hymn. Their prayers 
were answered. The Lord stood 
by me, and after I got started 
all fear left me. I felt His pres- 
ence, and instead of seeing a 
terrifying audience before me, 
I saw only a group of girls who 
loved me and were praying for 
me, and a few others whom I 
longed to win for Christ. Since 
that day the Lord has given 
me the privilege of speaking 
for Him again and again. How 
I thank Him for Miss Belle’s 
wisdom in dealing with me! 
¢ Miss Belle told us that it wag 
eur business to invite the other 
students to meetings and then 
to pray that the Lord would 
bring them. Personally invit- 
ing a number of students each 
week hel to overcome my 
bashfulness. And seeing the 
Lord bring to the meetings 
many of, ‘those for whom we 
prayed was a great stimulus to 
faith, When some of these 
were. saved, our joy knew no 
bounds, and we came to see 
that there is fo earthly pleas- 
ure that begins to compare 
with the joy found in the serv- 
ice of the Lord. 

IT cannot remember one Sun- 
day whén Miss Belle was ab- 
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sent from her Sunday school class. One 
Sunday morning, just as she was about 
to leave the house, a telegram came 
stating that her sister had been killed 
in an accident. There was no time to 
find a substitute, so she went to teach 
her class as usual, None of us knew about 
the accident until later in the day, but 
we did notice that Miss Belle looked 
pale and almost ill. At the same time, 
there was a light in her eyes as she 
spoke of the Lord Jesus Christ and how 
He can meet every need. We all felt 
that her words came from the depths 
of her heart. And when we.heard the 
news we felt that we had really seen 
Christ’s sustaining power. This exam- 
ple of faithfulness to the work God 
had given her made a life-long impres- 
sion upon me. 

For nearly thirty years, Miss Belle 
carried on her Christian testimony in 
the college. -The number of students 
reached for Christ will not be known 
until she receives her reward from the 
Lord she served so long and faithfully. 
But I do know that, while I was in col- 
lege, a number of students were saved, 
and many more were led to yield their 
lives wholly to Christ. More than forty 
from the college have gone to serve the 
Lord in the foreign field, and many are 
living for Him in different parts of this 
country. Since this was not a Christian 
college, this record is the more remark- 
able. 7 . 


Instead of being a fight to maintain 
Christian faith, my college days were a 
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period, of training for Christian service. 
This I owe, under God, to dear Miss 
Belle. 


A few weeks after the foregoing part 
of this article was written, Miss Sperry 
had:a brief illness and was ushered into 
the presence of her Lord on September 
30, 1946. She will be sorely missed by 
the Lake Whatcom Bible and Mission- 
ary Conference (also called “The Firs”). 
She was a valued member of the Con- 
ference Council from its formation in 
1921, until the Lord took her Home. 


After her retirement from the college, 
Miss Sperry was director of child 
evangelism classes for the city of Bell- 
ingham, Wash. Her great enthusiasm 
for the work will always be remembered 
by all who knew her. 

Miss Sperry’s missionary vision 
reached around the world. She was 
a generous contributor to numerous faith 
missions, The missionaries who went 
out from the college, many because of 
her influence, will miss her faithful 
prayers and letters. 


Miss Sperry’s loss will be mourned by 
hundreds of former students and friends. 
But what of her gain! Surely she had 
an abundant entrance into the Heavenly 
Kingdom. All who knew her on earth 
can picture her expressive face when 
the Lord said to her, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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A Bible Spell Down for 


Promotion Day 
By Elizabeth Williems Sudlow 


T WAS in a rather small 

school where members of 
the Adult Bible Class were fre- 
quently heard to deplore the 
lack of Biblical facts the chil- 
dren of today were being 
taught, that this successful idea 
for Promotion Sunday was car- 
ried out. The teacher of the 
Junior group tactfully ap- 
proached each member of the 
older group and asked for ad- 
vice as to what she should 
teach the children. Much em- 
phasis was placed on having 
the children know Bible his- 
tory, biography, geography, and 
facts in general. So each of 
the older folk was asked to 
suggest questions for the chil- 
dren. 

Dozens of questions were se- 
cured and carefully sorted. 
When completed there was a 
list of about a hundred or more 
Bible questions, covering facts 
upon which the older genera- 
tion had been raised. Such 

(Continued on page 117) 
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International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 16. JESUS AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
John 7 to 9; printed text, 8:12-16, 31-36; 9:1-5 
* Golden Text.—1 om the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in derkness, but shall have the light of life.—John 8:12 


Kine James Version 


John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life. 

13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record 
of thyself; thy record is not true. 

14 Jesus answered and said unto them, Though I bear record 
of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence I came, and 
whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I 


go. 

15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 

16 And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, 
but I and the Father that sent me. 

31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If 
ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 

32 And ye ‘shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 


33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never 


34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Who- 
soever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 

35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the 
Son abideth ever. 

36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. 

Chap. 9:1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was 
blind from his birth. 

2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, 

this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? 

3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his pdrents: 
but that. the works of God should be made manifest in him. 

41 must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: 
the night cometh, when no man can work. 

5 As long as I am in the ‘world, I am the light of the world. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Counci! of Religious Education. 
and used by permission. 


who did sin, 





in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N CHAPTERS 7, 8, and 9 Wwe are in- 
I troduced to incidents that took place 

during and following closely upon 
the eight-day period that the Jews were 
observing as the Feast of Tabernacles, 
perhaps the happiest festival of - the 
year. 

In the seventh chapter the oni 
ing picture is that of our Lord standing 
before the throngs gathered for the pour- 
ing of water from the pool of Siloam 
and declaring that He is ready to assuage 
the thirst of all who come to Him, and 
that those who believe on Him shall be 
the means of refreshment to others, for 
from their inward being shall flow rivers 
of the living water, which is explained 
as referring to the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, who was to be given on Pente- 
cost. 

In chapter eight we have the affecting 
story of Jesus Christ and the adulter- 
ous woman, and the truth is enforced 
that Christ Himself is the light of the 
world, penetrating into the depths of 
every man’s soul who comes in contact 
with Him. 

The healing of the blind man, as re- 
corded in chapter nine, completes a 
beautiful trilogy and gives occasion for 
the opening up of precious and important 
truth. 

The perfection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His ability to meet every 
need ‘of the human heart comes out 
strikingly in this entire section. It is 
He who is Himself the water of life and 
who gives the Holy Spirit to those who 
believe on Him. He freed the penitent, 
trusting sinner from all condemnation 
because on the cross, which was ever 
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before Him, He was to bear that con- 
demnation Himself. He enlightened the 
blind, not only by giving natural sight, 
but by illuminating the soul of those 
whose understanding had been darkened 
because of sin. 


The Historical Setting 


The Feast of Tabernacles, or of In- 
gathering, took place after the harvest 
was. gathered. It lasted for eight days, 
and during that time the people of Is- 
rael dwelt in booths, or tabernacles, con- 
structed of the branches of trees, as a 
memorial of their fathers’ encampmerit 
in the wilderness. 


Verse by Verse 

John 8:12.—“I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness.” In Jesus Christ, as 
He walked through this world, we see 


all that man ought to be. His was a 


perfect life, sinless and wholly yielded 
to the Father. Thus He became for us 
an example, so that as we follow Him 
we need never be confused. Our path 
is illuminated by the light that shines 
from His holy ways. 


Verse 13—“Thy record is not true.” 
The Pharisees in so speaking were re- 
ferring to what He Himself had said on 
an earlier visit to Jerusalem, as recorded 
in chapter 5:31: “If I bear witness of 
myself, my witness is not true.” That 
is, not valid in court because-the law 
said, “In the. mouth. of two or three wit- 
nesses shall’every word be established” 
(Deut. 19:15; 2. Cor. 13:1)... These cun- 
ning Pharisees turned ‘His words back 
on Him in order to invalidate His tes- 
timony, if they could. 

Verse 14—“My record is true.” Even 
though His testimony might seem ~ to 
His accusers to.be unsupported, He had 
spoken the truth. The Pharisees well 


knew that He had adduced the added 
testimonies of His Father, John the Bap- 
tist, and His own marvelous works’ in 
proof of His Messiahship (chap. ‘5:33- 
37). 


Verse 15—“I judge no man.” The 
Lord Jesus had not come to earth as 
judge (chap. 3:17), but to bring to man- 
kind a message of salvation. His op- 
ponents presumed to be competent to 
judge, but were ignorant of the Word of 
God and hence unfitted to pass upon the 
claims of Jesus. 


Verse 16.—“If I judge, my judgment is 
true.” There were occasions where it 
was riecessary for Him to declare truth 
that judged His hearers, but He did this 
not merely of Himself as a man? but as 
expressing the mind of the Father, whose 
messenger and representative He was. 


Verse 31.—“If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed.” Con- 
tinuance is a proof of reality. There 
were those who took the place of dis- 
cipleship, that is, of learners,.for a time, 
who turned away from Jesus when He 
revealed truth for which they were not 
prepared (chap. 6:66). Those in whose 
hearts true faith was implanted con- 
tinued to follow to the end. 


Verse 32-—“The truth shall make you 
free.” Truth delivers from the shackles 
of ignorance and unbelief.and brings 
him who receives it into gloriops liberty. 

Verse .33.—“We. be Abraham’s seed, 
and were never in bondage. to any man.” 
This proud boast was conttary to fact. 
At that very time they were in subjec- 
tion nationally to the ‘imperial author- 
ity of Caesar, and individually they were 
in bondage to sin. 

Verse 34—“Whosoever committeth sin 
is the’ servant of sin.” He -who is stb- 
ject habitually to the power of sin in the 
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flesh is in worse bondage than one who 
is enslaved physically. He is ensnared 
by the Devil and taken captive at his 
will (2 Tim. 2:26). From this slavery 
the Lord Jesus came to deliver men. 


Verse 35.—“The servant abideth not 
in the house for ever.” The servant or 
bondman is not a member of the house- 
hold. His place in it depends on his obe- 
dience. These who called themselves chil- 
dren of Abraham had proved themselves 
to be undeserving and were soon to be 
disowned by God. “But the Son abideth 
ever.” Jesus, the Son of the Father, 
maintained an unchanging relationship 
to God. 


Verse 36.—“If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” 
Those liberated from sin’s bondage by 
the Lord Jesus Christ entered into such 
freedom as mere legalists could never 
know. 


Chap. 9:1.—“He saw a man which was 
blind from his birth.” The wretehed 
plight of this poor man appealed to the 
compassion of Jesus at once. 


Verse 2.—“Who did sin ... that he was 
born blind?” It was believed by some 
of the rabbis that’a mafi could sin be- 
foré his birth. They based this teaching 
largely on what is written concerning 
Jacob, who took his brother by the heel 
in the womb. (Gen. 25:26; Hosea 12:3). 
This may account for the question as to 
whether the man had sinned himself, 
that he was. born blind. 


Verse 3.—“Neither . .. but that the 
works of God should be made manifest.” 
The poor man’s .affliction was not. the 
direct result either of the sin of him- 
self or his parents, but God in His in- 
scrutable wisdom had permitted it that 
His mighty power. should be manifested. 


Verse 4—“I must work . . . while it 
is day: the night cometh, when no man 
can work.” During the day of His min- 
istry here on earth the Lord Jesus Christ 
was pressed in spirit to carry out the 
Father’s will. Every miracle He wrought 
Was an expression of this. The night 
of death ends man’s opportunity to serve 
God in this scene., 


, Verse 5—‘“As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 
While the Lord Jesus dwelt on earth He 
was the revealer of God to man, and 
also the one who manifested man’s true 
condition before God. 


The. Heart of the Lesson 

The Lord Jesus, while in the flesh, was 
the light of the world. We are told that 
“whatsoever doth make manifest is 
light” (Eph. 5:13). His perfection em- 
phasized. the imperfection of all. other 
men. He revealed the Father so that 
men might enter into relationship with 
Him by faith. Apart from Christ, God 
is unknowable and men remain in dark- 
ness, ignorance, and sin. . 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


6. February 9%.—Feeding the Five 
Thousand ‘ 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 23.—The Good Shepherd. 
John 10 








Lesson Outline 
JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 


Illuminating the path of discipleship 

(Jolin 8:12) 
Confuting His gainsayers. (vs. 13-15) 
Expressing the mind of God (v. 16) 
Liberation through the truth (vs. 31-36) 
Working at the Father’s direction (chap. 

9: 1-5) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

An Important Distinction. While every 
sickness and physical infirmity is the 
result of sin, inasmuch as no. disease 
of any kind would have afflicted the 
human body if sin had not come into 
the world, yet it is a very grave mis- 
take to say that each illness or handicap, 
such as blindness, deafness, lameness, 
and so forth, is the direct result of some 
special sin on the part of the afflicted 
one. This was the cruél and unkind 
philosophy of Job’s “miserable com- 
forters,” a philosophy which Elihu re- 
futed. The disciples were in danger of 
falling into the same error in regard 
to the man blind from birth. Let us 
ever be careful not to take the place of 
judging those who suffer, as though their 
distress was evidence of hidden evil in 
the life. 


Summaries and Applications 


In John 1:4 we read, “The life was 
the light.” This refers to the life,eter- 


nal manifested in Jesus as man on earth.. 


The life of our Lord was absolutely 
perfect and so revealed both what every 
man’s life ought to be and showed, by 
contrast, how far short all have come. 

In the light of what Christ is, we may 
measure ourselves and so recognize and 
confess our need of a Saviour. 

We should not turn from the light 
but rather face it honestly and let it 
search us through and through, and as 
we seé what we are we will understand 
the grace that has come to us in Jesus 
Christ. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 
OW often in chapter 8 does our Lord 
claim the divine name, I «1m? 
-2. In what relations does He use th: 
glorious name? ‘ 
3..What compound of the name appears 
in this chapter, and in what relation? 
4. How does Jesus justify His self-wit- 
ness? 
5. What other “lights” have men followed, 
only. to grope in darkness still? 
6. What is the Condition and mark of true 
discipleship? 
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7. What is the irony of the Jews’ boast 
in verse 33? phe 

8. To what “truth” does Jesus refer in 
verse 32 as a liberating power? 

9. How did Jesus substantiate His claim to 
be “the light .of the world’’? 

10. Did Jesus teach that this man born 
blind had never sinned, neither his parents? 


11, What prerogative of God is claimed 
in 9:3? 


(Answers on page 109) 
we > 
Say, Fellows,— 


Wede C. Smith to Boys and Girls /, 


UR Lord uses such simple terms 

to explain Himself—who He is, 
what He is, and why He came. Indeed, 
they are so simple that sometimes -peo- 
ple who are usually looking for the 
hard way miss the point. Naaman, the 
Syrian general, seeking cure of his lep- 
rosy, disdained Elisha’s simple prescrip- 
tion to dip in Jordan seven times; but 
“his servants came near, . . . and said, 

. if the prophet had bid thee do 
some great thing, wouldest thou not 
have done it? how much rather then, 
when he saith to thee, Wash, and be 
clean?” Fortunately’ for Naaman, he 
obeyed; but he almost missed the bless- 
ing. 

The makers ofa certain brushless 
shaving cream, in the directions printed 
on the tube, say, “This is a simple 
process; do not make it complicated.” 

Our Lord, in helping-us to understand 
Him, uses two very common terms — 
two simple elements with which we 
have to deal continuously every day 
and night: light and darkness. He says, 
“I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life.” 
“Oh, yes,”- we say, “that is quite ob- 
vious; light dispels darkness, but what 
has that to do with my particular prob- 
lem?” 

There is a blessed truth here which 
we will miss altogether unless we think 
it out in its own simple terms. When- 
ever you find in the Bible a common 
noun or a common object used to illus- 
trate a spiritual truth, do not. pass over 
it lightly, but sit down by it and study 
it, yes, even in its physical. character- 
istics, until its spiritual parallel comes 
through. The Holy Spirit does not 
choose words or terms haphazardly. 
They are packed full of blessed mean- 
ing. 


One night, feeling that.I had not fully 
gotten the meaning of John 1:4—“In 
him was life; and the life was the light 
of nien” —I went into a dark room and 
closed the door. It was Stygian dark- 
ness. I wanted to test what light could 
do for it; but first I groped around in it, 
and if you had made a flashlight pic- 
ture of me, it would Have shown me 
bent over forward, creeping along the 
floor uncertainly, with hands reaching 
out to touch something I could not see 
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God never made a man to move about 
in that manner. But in spite of reach- 
ing arms and hands I struck against 
the corner of a table, and in trying to 
get out of the way of that. I bumped 
my head against an open closet door. 
Then I said, “This is foolishness,” and 
I moved back and touched, a: button at 
the side of the door. Instantly a flood 
of light poured from a bulb in the ceil- 
ing. Then what did I do? Why, I 
straightened up and walked erect, as a 
man was designed to walk. I moved 
about with perfect freedom; I did not 

f bark my shins on the table leg, and I 
did not bump my head on the closet 
door. Moreover, I walked to the cabinet, 
opened a drawer and picked up the ob- 
ject I was looking for. 

Now that is what takes place in the 
life of a poor sinner, groping in spir- 
itual darkness, when Jesus Christ, the 
light of the world, the light of life, is 
received into his heart. He suddenly 
finds himself in a revealing light. He 
sees things as they are. He straightens 
up; he is. no longer crooked. He does 
not grope; he does not bark his shins, 
nor bump his head—needlessly! He 

1 may suffer bruises, but it will be to a 
purpose. But he moves about with con- 
: fidence; without fear, but with assur- 
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ance—and he finds what his heart is 
seeking! He can better understand 
when Christians sing’ “What a wonder- 
ful change in my life has been wrought 
since Jesus came.into my heart!” 

The Lord Jesus touched a poor blind 
beggar and removed the bars from his 
sightless eyes, telling him to go wash 
in the pool of Siloam. He obeyed, “and 
came seeing.” It was as though the Lord 
Jesus, Christ unlocked the door which 
had from his birth closed the poor fel- 
low in darkness; only Jesus Christ could 
do that. But He gave the man some- 
thing to -do—to go wash in the pool. 
“I have unlocked the door; now you 
push it open.” In faith the man obeyed 
—and came, physically seeing. Then 
the Lord Jesus opened his understanding 
and he experienced the joy of really 
knowing his Saviour (John 9: 35-38). 


~Greenssoro, N. C. 
ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all depgrtments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


WANTED 


Wicks to burn 
up for Christ. 
Oil and light 
furnished 


l am the light 
ot the world?’ 
Ye are the light 


of the world’”’ 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris ; 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
praise Thee, our holy Heavenly Father 
that Thou art light, and in Thee is no 
darkness at all. We rejoice that Thou 
hast sent the Lord Jesus to be the light 
of the world, and we pray for the dark- 
ness of deceit and untruth, the darkness 
of all that is shameful, all that is mean, 
all thet is unkind and unlovely to flee 
from our lives before the glorious pres- 
ence of our Saviour. We thank Thee 
that “no darkness have we who in Jesus 
abide,” and we ask Thee to keep us 
abiding in Him, living our lives as in 
His presence always. May our, homes 
be bright because He is there. May our 
lives gladden and cheer others because 
the Lord Jesus shines out from within 
us. We thank Thee that we live where 
the light of the Gospel shines, and we 
pray for that light to shine into every 
dark‘ place of the earth. Bless all who 
take the glad story of the Saviour to 
people who have never heard it. Raise 
up many more to help them, and may 
our Sunday. school be a place where 
many shall find the Saviour and learn 
of Him and then shall work to help 
others to know Him, too. May our study 
of Thy Word today bless our hearts 
greatly, and bear good fruit in our lives. 
Remember not against us the dark things 
of our lives. Blot out every sin-stain, 
and may we walk in the light of Thy 
Word all our days. Hear us for our 
Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Last Sunday we 
saw that what bread is to the body, 
Christ is to our souls. Today we find 
our Lord calling Himself the light of 
the world. That means that He is to 
the soul what the sun is to the world. 
But the sun’s light does not help a blind 
man, does it? The world may be flooded 
with light all around him, but he is 
in the dark. “That is sad, but there is 
something sadder still. The Lord Jesus, 
the light of the world, has come. His 
light Shines all around us in the Bible, 
through the Gospel, in the lives-of ear- 
nest Christians. Yet there are so many 
whose souls are blind and the darkness, 
of sin fills their lives. 

But our lesson not only shows us our 
Lord as the light of the world, it also 
shows Him 


A Situ FOR Sous" 


For, as He passed by, the Lord came ‘to 
a man blind from his birth, and Christ 
thrilled that man who had never seen, 
thrilled him with the wonderful gift of 
sight. “One thing I know,” the man 
said, “that, whereas I was blind, now 
I see.” How wonderful! But in his 
blindness that man pictures us. We are 
born with the eyes of our heart blind 
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through what sin has done to men. But 
we need not remain that way. The 
sight-giving Saviour is passing by still. 
He is here, wherever His Word is being 
taught today, and present to give sight 
to the eyes of our heart. 


Perhaps you have seen the picture 
called “The Light of the World.” In the 
dark gloom of night, the Lord Jesus 
knocks at a weed-covered door. Some 
years ago the frame of the original pic- 
ture was removed and at the bottom of 
the canvas they found some Latin words 
which mean, “Neither pass me by, O 
‘Lord.” It was the prayer of the painter’s 
own heart. He had heard the knocking 
of the Saviour, and he did not’ wish Him 
to pass him by. If the darkness of sin 
has been settling down on your life, you 
need the Lord Jesus to open your eyes 
to the beauty of the Christian life. You 
need Him to be the light of life to you. 
And you can have Him; if from your 
heart you will pray: 

While on others Thou art calling. 
Do not pass me by. 
Hotiysurn, B. C., Can. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Man Born Blind 
(John 9:1, 7-11, 35-38) 


HE Lord Jesus traveled a good deal 
when He was here on earth. You 
remember He was at a wedding in Cana 
in Galilee (use map), then in Jerusalem, 
where Nicodemus talked with him. He 
was on His way back to Galilee when 
He talked with the woman at the well. 
In Galilee again Hé cured the noble- 
man’s son. After crossing the Sea of 
Galilee, He fed the 5,000 with the boy’s 
lunch. What did He do in the different 
places He went through? The Bible 
sums it all up in one verse, Matthew 
9: 35. 
It helps the children learn a long 
_ Memory Verse if the sentence is put 
on the blackboard in a systematic way. 
Write co-ordinate words or phrases be- 
low one another with the connecting 
and in smafier letters between: 
“Jesus went about all the ee tahacinn 


teaching in their synagogues, 


and’ 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and’ 
every sickness 
healing and ~ em the 
every disease people. 
Matt. 9:35. 


A year ago last fall I heard a blind 
man preach several times. He traveled 
around alone from city to city in this 
country, preaching to large crowds. A 
porter would help him change trains. 
He: would walk onto the platform of a 
church with his arm in the pastor’s. 
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He could play a trumpet beautifully. 
We saw him use a typewriter. Life 
was not easy for him, but because he 
wanted to serve his Lord, and support 
his family, he did all this. Long ago 
when the Lord Jesus lived, there wasn’t 
anything blind people could do. They 
just sat on the sidewalk and begged 
for money. 

One day the Lord Jesus came by such 
aman, and instead of giving him a 
dime, what do you think He did? Yes, 
He made the man well, but not in His 
usual way of just speaking. John 9: 
6, 7 tell what treatment He gave this 
man. And the man could see! He had 
never before seen the grass or the sun 
or his father or mother. How wonder- 
ful the world must have ‘looked after 
years of darkness! When people asked 
him who cured him, all he knew was 
the man’s name was Jesus, and he 
thought Jesus must be some wonderful 
person. The bitter Pharisees hated the 
Lord Jesus, and so they hated the man 
who was cured by Him. They would 
not let the man come to church (the 
synagogue) any more. : Then the Lord 
found the man again, and told him who 
He was, the very Son of God. The man 
believed, and worshiped, ‘and thanked 
Him. ' 

Use a doll with eyes that open and 
shut for an object lesson. What a lovely 
doll! Aren’t her eyes beautiful? See 
how she can open and shut them. She 
is looking at Ellen now, isn’t she? Can 
she see Ellen? Not see Ellen with those 
beautiful eyes! To be sure we all know 
that dolls can’t really see—they are 
blind, no matter how beautiful the eyes. 
But do you know that some children 
are blind? There may be some right 
here in this class! Yes, I know they all 
have good eyes and can see the table 
and people here. But some of them are 
blind to God and do not see the loving 
Lord Jesus who died on the cross for 
them. The Lord will take that blindness 
away if they ask Him to. Then they 
will see Him and love Him like the 
blind man. Just ask Him! 

How wonderful to have your eyes 
and be able to see! Do you use them 
to read your Bible so you can see the 
Lord Jesus better? Two chapters of 
John again this time, 8 and 9: Jesus 
and a sinner, 8:1-11; Jesus and His 
Father, verses 12-32; Jesus and the chil- 
dren of the Devil, verses 33-50; Jesus 
and eternal life, verses 61-59; a man 
who could not see the sun, 9:1-12; men 


who could not see the Son (of God), 


verses 13-34; a aman who could see both 
sun and Son, verses 35-41. 


Orono, MAINE. 








The advertisements in The Sunday 
Seheel Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made te 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 














* (11) 407 














“We Are Happier Here 
Than In America” 


In the providence of God, The 
Friends of Israel Missionary and 
Relief Society has been privileged 
to send the first missionary from 
America to work among the rem- 
nant of the Jews in postwar Poland. 
Rev. A. L. Sergent, formerly of 
Montreal, Can., arrived in Poland 
on June 21, 1946, together with his 
family. Living amidst the ruins 
and miseries of devastated Warsaw 
our missionary writes: 

“We are much happier here than 
if America because we can see the 
great opportunities of service and 
the tremendous responsibilities; we 


have toward those in whom we are . 


so vitally interested, our Jewish 
brethren. ) 

“We have some 300 families who 
are being helped, both materially 
and spiritually and their numbers 
are increasing all the time. 

“Many of our Hebrew Christian 
brethren are in utter distress. When 
they go to the Jews for help they 
are told they now belong to the 
Gentiles; when they go to the Gen- 
tiles they are referred to the Jews. 

“One family—mother, son, and 
daughter—live in one room. The 
father was murdered by the Nazis. 
The mother is bedridden, and the 
boy suffers with advanced tubercu- 
losis. The girl, 13 years of age, 
came alone all the way from Lodz, 
a distance of some 80 miles, asking 
for help. This is only one of the 
families we have to deal with and 
there are thousands like them. How 
gladly we undertake to help where 
others shook off the responsibility.” 

This is the joy and happiness of 
our missionaries—to be God’s mes- 
sengers of mercy—ambassadors of 
Christ to His brethren. 

Our work in Poland is only one 
phase of our world-wide ministry 
among Israel, 

Will you help us to serve the 
stricken remnant of Israel and to 
witness to them by loving ministra- 
tions in the hour of their supréme 
need? 


Your prayerful yorTat fellaswehip and help 
ge y needed. Please send your 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


REV. P. 8. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 
Our bulletin, “Israel My Glo sent to all 
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Time cannot 
dim the beauty 
of the Bible... 
nor the joy 
of reading it ...or 
giving it to others. 
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PROPHETIC NEWS and Scrip- 

ture Analysis. The Ensign is al- 

ways first with such matters as the Atom 

Bomb, Russia in the Roman Empire, the 

Nazi Comeback, the Arab League, the Second 
Exodus of the Jews, etc. 

~This is the day the prophets saw. To under- 

stand its full exciting significance consult the 

Ensign’s maps, charts, and revealing articles. 


16 pages - 2 colors - $1 a year, 15c a copy 
THE ENSIGN, Box 238 S, Angola, ind. 








A Division af Good News 


BH Cet in om the tril of receiving each 
month ‘a packet of some of America's 
newest ‘and finest Christian literature. A $56 
small sum, paid in advance once a year, brings “oom 
you the following: . 
3. Generous quantities of the two best judged § 
tract tithes each month. Worth subscrip- 4 
tion price alone. x 
2. Actual single copies ot some of today’s 
finest Christian literature—all newly pub- 
lished. , 
3. Complimentary copy of new illustrated, 


inapiring mon 
4. Helpful news 





leaded ite ee 
TRACT CLUB OF amERiICcA Dept. T 
421 South Wells Street © Chicago 7, M. 

Enclosed find $2.00. Please enter my subscription 
to the Tract Club of America. I understand I will 
Teceive « packet of 30 tracts each month plus all 
of the Tract Club features mentioned above. 


Name 


Adder. 











City. Zone____ State. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low! 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Man Born Blind 
(John 9:7-11) 


PICTURE of a blind man goes on 


the poster today. 

You have all seen blind men and 
women. Perhaps you have seen them 
crossing busy streets with their faithful 
Seeing-Eye dogs, and wondered at the 
dog’s intelligence. Many people become 
blind when they are very small, others 
lose their eyesight from accidents. To- 
day there are more blind people than 
ever, because so many were made blind 
in the war. Some people, like the man 
in our lesson, are born blind. Surgeons 
are doing almost impossible things to 
give sight to the blind, removing 
growths they call “cataracts,” and even 
taking parts of dead eyes and putting 
them in blind eyes to make them see, 
even in eyes that have always been 
blind. 

But when the Lord Jesus Christ 
healed the blind man, all knew it was a 
miracle, for at that time, sight had never 
been given to’ one born blind. 

The man who received his sight did 
not know who Jesus was, he called Him 
a prophet. The Pharisees knew He was 
Jesus cf Nazareth, but they refused to 
believe He was God, and they put the 
healed blind man out of the synagogue 
because ‘he said the Lord Jesus Christ 
came from God. He had the proof, he 
had been blind, now he could see. They 
couldn’t argue him out of that. His 
parents were afraid of the Jews, so they 
said they knew he was born blind, but 
they didn’t know who healed him. The 
man himself was brave, and for his fear- 
less confession, he was put out by the 
Jews. , 

But then the Lord Jesus came to him, 
and asked him, “Dost thou believe on 
the Son of God?” 

The man answered, “Who is he, Lord, 
that I might believe on him?” 

Then the Lord Jesus told him the good 
news, “Thou hast both seen him, and it 
is he that talketh with thee.” 

How joyfully he said,,“Lord, I be- 
lieve,” and worshiped Him. Two won- 
derful things happened to this man in 
one day, he received his sight and was 
given eternal life. The Lord Jesus Christ 
is the only one who could give him 
either gift. 

I know a woman who was born blind. 
She has a husband and three children 
that she has never seen. She is a beau- 
tiful woman, a fine pianist, and a happy, 
useful Christian. She has eternal life. 
How wonderful it will be for her when 
the Lord comes and the first sight she 
will see will be the Lord in His glory, 
and in Heaven she will see her loved 
ones for the first time. 


We were not born blind, and how 
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many of us have thanked the Lord for 
our sight? We have not thought about 
it, have we? We would not have sight 
if the Lord had not given it to us when 
we were born, . 

We can all have the other gift the 
blind man: received that day, if we will 
answer the Lord Jesus as he did. Jesus 
asks each of us the same question, the 
most important question in the world, 
“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
If we answer, “Lord, I believe,” He will 
give us eternal life. 

Then I hope we will be as earnest 
in telling others what has happened to 
us as the blind man was. He said, “I 
was blind, how I see.” We can say, “I 
was lost and Jesus found me and saved 
me. Now I am saved!’ 


FEtton, Cauir. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


JESUS AT THE FEAST OF 
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Lesson for February 16 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions n. which 
lustrations are accepted may be from 
the Times for 10 cents, 1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be ey from earlier “Iijustration Round 
Tables.” , erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. 
resent paper sho le, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


ause of the 


Two Suns—I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life (John 8:12, Golden Text). 
A man scoffingly asked, “What advan- 
tage has a religious man over anyone 
like myself? Does not the sun shine 
on me as on him, this fine day?” “Yes,” 
replied his companion, “but the religious 
man has two suns shining on him at 
once —one on his body, the other on 
his soul.”"—From C. H. Spurgeon. Sent 
by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. , 


Better, Even, Than Thinking of Him. 
—Shall have the light of life (John 8: 
12, Golden Text). From my window I 
can see the rays of the lighthouse flash- 
ing across the dark waters. One day 
I spoke to the keeper who was off duty. 
“You will often think of God in the 
long vigils when the sea roars?” I asked. 
“Aye,” he replied, “I do; but there’s an- 
other consolation, I know God is think- 
ing of me.”—From the Christian Her- 
ald, London. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Lacona, N. Y. 


Better Not Get Familiar —Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin 
(John 8:34). A colored man had applied 
for a job as teamster. “Are you familiar 
with mules?” asked the employer. “No, 
sah!” replied the applicant, “for Ah 
knows mules well to get familiar 
wid ’em.” There is great danger of our 
getting used to sinful practices because 
of their commonness. Let us insist on 
keeping a conscience which will not 
grow dull to sin because it is prevalent. 
We should have convictions and follow 
them.—From the Alliance Full Gospel 
Quarterly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Beautiful Singing—And as Jesus 
passed by, he saw a man which was 
blind (John 9:1). John B. Gough, the 
great temperance lecturer, was once 
placed in a pew with a man so repulsive 
that he was obliged to move to the 
farthest end, in order to avoid the un- 
pleasant contact. The congregation be- 
gan to sing, “Just as I am, without one 
plea.” The man joined in the singing 
so heartily that Mr. Gough moved up 
nearer, though the man’s singing was 
“positively awful.” At the end of one 
of the stanzas, while the organist was 
playing the interlude, the man leaned 
toward Mr. Gough and _ whispered, 
“Won't you please give me the first line 
of the next verse?” Mr. Gough replied, 
“Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind.” 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The man replied, “That's it; and I am 
blind — God help me; and I am a para- 
lytic.” The man, in his pitiful condition, 
tried with his twitching lips to make 
music of the glorious words. Mr. Gough 
then thought that never in his life had 
he heard music so beautiful as the blun- 
dering singing of that hymn by the blind 
paralytic—From. The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Helen Palmer, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


Are You Keeping the Light Burning? 
—As long as I am in the world, I am 
the light of the world (John 9:5). Rud- 
yard Kipling and his wife purchased a 
farmhouse on a mountain slope in an 
unsettled part of Vermont. One day 
we are told that they tramped down 
the mountain back of their house across 
the valley and up on the next moun- 
tain. They came to a tiny house where 
a woman lived by herself. “Be you the 
windows across the valley?” she asked. 
Then she told them how much comfort 
the lights were to her. Suddenly she 
looked afraid. “Be you going to stay 
and keep your lights burning or maybe 
be you not?” After that day the Kip- 
lings always kept burning the lights in 
the back of their home. They even 
took down the curtains and shades so 
that more light would “shine out. As 
for your opportunity in your community, 
“Be you going to keep the lights burn- 
ing?”—From the Secret Place. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


” 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 105) 
1. Three times, in verses 24, 28, 58. 
2. (a) In relation to hum destiny (v. 


24); (b) in relation to the Cross (v. 28); 
(c) in relation to His eternal being (v. 58). 


3. “I am the light of the world” (v. 12); 
showing how the great I am stands related 
to this world’s need — light answering our 
darkness. 


4. (a) There is none among men capable 
of giving first-hand testimony concerning 
Him (v. 14); (b) the Father backs up His 
claim (vs. 17, 18). 

5. Religion, philosophy, science, education. 

6. Continuing in the word of the Lord 
(v. 31). 

7. They were even then under the iron 
heel of Rome. 

8. Himself! See verse 36 and chapter 14:6. 


9. By a miracle which was, also a parable 
— giving sight to a man born blind (chap. 
9). 


10. No! only that that was not the reason 
for the man’s blindness. 


11, The priority of the divine glory, even 
in human suffering. | 
Wueaton, IL. 
we 


Robert Harkness’ “Golden Text in 
Song” for the International Uniform 
Lesson for. this week will be found on 
page 118. 
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Evangelical International Lesson ; 





LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 16. THE TOUCH OF FAITH 


‘Mark 5:25-34 (Supplementary Reading: Matt. 9:18-26, Luke 8:41-56; Mark 5:21-24, 35-43) 
Golden Text.—Be not afraid, only believe.—Mark 5:36 


Kino James Version 


Mark 5:25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood 


twelve years, 


26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had 
spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather 


grew worse, 


27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, 


and touched his garment. 


28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 

29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; 
and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. 

90 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had 


The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 


Introduction to the Lesson 

ETURNING from the eastern side 
R of the Lake of Galilee, where 

He was more than conqueror 
over the concentrated power of the 
Devil, to the western side, He en- 
counters a malady of twelve years’ 
standing and the death of a twelve- 
year-old child. 

To understand better the woman’s 
hopeless, helpless, and hapless condition, 
it must be recalldd. that according to 
Leviticus 15, she was unclean, and every- 
thing she touched was thereby rendered 
unclean. She was to be separated from 
society. 

The rabbis added traditions to the Law 
of Moses. As a result of these tradi- 
tions, the idea became popular that this 
particular scourge was only visited upon 
persons committing gross sins. There is 
not a hint in Scripture that this af- 
flicted woman was such a character. 

Tradition caused the rabbis to demand 
her separation from the Temple, and 
the synagogue, also from her husband 
and family. 

As for help from the physicians of 
her day, Luke “the beloved physician” 
said she “neither could be healed of 
any.” Hearing of the Great Physician, 
she knew that if she could but touch, 
His clothes she would be healed. 

She seized her opportunity to touch 
Him, and she was healed. Furthermore, 
upon confession of her faith, she was 
brought into relationship with Him, for 
He called her “daughter” and said, “Thy 


faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, 


and be whole of thy plague.” 


The Lesson in Detail . 

Mark 5:25, 26.—“And a certain woman, 
which had an issue of blood twelve 
years, and had suffered many things of 
many physicians, and had spent all that 


gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who 


the truth. 


she had, and was nothing bettered, but 
rather grew worse.” Legend presumes 
to tell us that this woman’s name was 
Veronica and that she handed the Lord 
her handkerchief to wipe His face when 
He was on His way to Calvary. But all 
Scripture says is, “a certain woman.” 

What a miserable life was hers for 
twelve years! IA addition to her suf- 
fering from the plague itself, she “suf- 
fered. many things” from the men on 
whom she spent her all for help! All 
her efforts to improve her condition 
were futile, for she was “nothing bet- 
tered, but rather grew worse.” 

How like the person who knows the 
plague of sin in his own heart! (1 Kings 
8:38.) How this plague separates him 
from God (Isa. 59:2), and withholds 
good things from him (Jer. 5:25), and 
despite all his costly efforts to find help 
in man to change his condition, he is 
“nothing bettered,” but rather grows 
worse! (See Jer. 30:13; 46:11; 13:23; 
Rom, 3:20; 7:11, 24.) 


Verse 27—“When she had heard of 
Jesus, came in the press behind, and 
touched his garment.” It is impossible 
to know how much she had heard of the 
Lord Jesus. But if’ we review our les- 
sons, we can conclude that she could 
have ‘heard of His baptism in Jordan 
by John, and of His power to cast out 


demons, and how He healed Peter’s. 


wife’s mother of her fever, and of the 
host He healed at Peter’s door, and how 
He cleansed a.leper, and healed the 
paralytic, and stilled the storm on the 
lake. 

At any rate, she heard sufficient of 
His power and grace to make her con- 
clude that He could cure her malady. 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 
Have we heard sufficient of Him through 
the Word to cause us to decide that He, 
and He alone, is the only one who can 
meet our need, be we saints or sinners? 


Verse 28.—“For she said, If I may 


touched my clothes? 
31 And his disciples said univ him, Thou seest the multitude 
thronging thee, and sayest 
32 And he ‘looked round about to see her that had done this 


thou, Who touched me? 


ing. a 
33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was 
done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all 


24 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith,hath made thee 
whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 
The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
¥ and used by permission. 


touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.” 
That is faith. If it is defective faith, 
the defect is in her expression, “If I 
may touch.” 

She had a number of things to con- 
sider in connection with her touch. She 
must have thought of the difficulty of 
a woman in her weakened condition 
getting. through such a mob of people 
and approaching close enough to touch 
Him. Then, too, there was the fact that 
her touch was defiling. 

If these hurdjes could be scaled, she 
was certain she would be made whole. 
But whether faith is small or great, de- 
fective or perfect, it is faith, and the 
Lord honors it. Regardless of the dif- 
culties in the way of the sinner’s ap- 
proach to Christ, faith can overcome 
them all as it acts in response to the 
Saviour’s “Come.” (Matt. 11:28.) 


Verse 29.—“And straightway [imme- 
diately] the fountain of her blood was 
dried up; and she felt in her body that 
she was healed of that plague.” Faith 
always meets with an immediate re- 
sponse. “He that believeth ... hath 
everlasting life.” (See John 3:15, 16; 
3:36; 5:24.) “She felt in her body that 
she was healed.” Hers was a physical 
ailment, consequently it was a matter of 
feeling when she was healed. 

So many persons say, “I don’t feel 
this, that, and the other.” They should 
be remirded that when spiritual and 
eternal verities are under consideration, 
it.is not a matter of feeling; but of 
“hearing,” “believing,” “knowing,” and 
“having.” (Heb, 11:1.) 


Verse 30.—“And Jesus, immediately 
knowing in himself that virtue [strength, 
power, dynamic] had gone out of him, 
turned him about in the press, and said, 
Who touched my clothes?” Nothing oc- 
curs without His knowledge. He is 
omniscient as well as omnipotent! He 
knows what is in yman (John 2:25). 
He knows man’s thoughts as well as his 
actions (Psa. 139). Peter spake the truth 
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when he said, “Lord, thou knowest all 
things” (John 21:17). 


Verse 31.—“His disciples said ... Thou 
seest the multitude thronging thee, and 
sayest thou, Who touched me?” ‘These 
words imply that He who is wisdom 
personified didnt know the difference 
between the pushing of a crowd and the 
touch of an individual. But He who 
saw Nathanael under the fig tree before 
Philip called him (John 1:47-51), He 
who knew thoughts before they were 
expressed (Mark 2:8), knew at once the 
touch of faith. St. Augustine well said, 
“Many throng Him, but only one touches 
Him.” What are we, pushers or touchers? 
It is only the personal touch of faith 
that receives the fulfillment of its de- 
sire (Heb. 11:6; 2 Thess. 3:2; Matt. 9:29), 


Verse 32.—“And he looked round about 
to see her that had done this thing.” 
He not only knew someone touched Him. 
He knew that that someone was a 
woman, and He also knew who she was! 
And He turned in her direction and 
looked at her. 


Verse 33.—“But the woman fearing 
and trembling, knowing what was done 
in. her, came and fell down before 
him, and told him all the truth.” Wil- 
liam Kelly commenting on this expres- 
sion says; “Blessed Lord, it is good 
somehow, anyhow, if it be Thy hand 
that does it, to be brought to tell Thee 
all the truth! For of a truth it is but 
to have the cup filled of Thee to over- 
flowing.” 

Was she going to slip away and enjuy 
the blessing without thanking the 
Blesser? Was she indulging the thought 
that she would go away and be a secret 
disciple of the Lord? This must not be. 

The Lord had far more for her than 
physical healing, great as that was! 

As soon as the Lord has healed us of 
our transgressions and iniquities (Isa. 
53:5), the moment has arrived for bear- 
ing testimony to Him. 


Verse 34—“‘And he said unto her, 


Daughter, thy faith hath made thee 
whole: go in peace, and be whole of thy 
plague.” He called her “daughter” — 
something He did to no other woman in 
the Gospels! Is not the acknowledg- 
ment of the relationship with Him, 


‘which faith forms, worth everything! 


He is not ashamed to call those “breth- 
ren” who repose their faith in Him to- 
day (Heb. 2:11). 

She also heard Him say, “Go in peace.” 
His word of assurance would be effective 
in removing all her doubts and fears, 
as His Word dissolves all our doubts 
and fears now. - 

If she entertained any thoughts that 
her malady might return after a lapse 
of time, such thoughts would disappear 
after hearing Him say, “Be whole of thy 
plague.” Open confession. of Him pays 
marvelous dividends (Luke 12:8; Matt. 
10:32). 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. February 9.—Healing the Derhoniac. . 
Mark 5:1-20 
(Supplementary Reading: Mark 4: 
35-41; Matthew 8:23-34; Luke 8: 
22-39.) 
Next Week's Lesson 
8. February 23.—A Prophet Without 
MED 55 ove. ohe gig nb cnie beanie Mark 6:1-13 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
13:54-58; 9:35 to 11:1; Luke 9:1-6.) 








AMutline of the Lesson 


We would not attempt to improve on 
the outline of this lesson as given by 
Dr. Graham Scroggie. He says, “Read 
the passage again, and mark this 
woman’s: 

Need (v. 25) 
Disappointments (v. 26) 
Hope (v. 27) 

Effort (Vv. 27) 

Contact with Jesus (v. 27) 
Faith (v. 28) 

Reward (v. 29) 

Fear (v. 33) 

Assurance (v. 33) 
Confession (v. 33) 
Salvation (v. 34) . 


Pointers 


It is. Luke who informs us that it was 
the “border” of His garment which the 
woman touched. 

This is significant because in Numbers 
15:37-41 the men of Israel were in- 
structed to “make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments ...and... 
upon the fringe . .. a rfbband of blue.” 

Blue is the heavenly color. As they 
looked upon this binding of blue, they 
were to “remember all the command- 
ments of the Lord, and do them.” 

In other words, they were to be 
heavenly in character and not seek after 
the natural desires of their hearts. 

The ribband of blue on the Lord’s 


garment would indicate His perfect obe- 


dience to the will of God. 

His will certainly included the relief 
of that woman from the twelve-year 
scourge. How appropriate for her to 
touch Him at that spot! : 

Oh, touch the hem of His garment ! 
And thou, too, shalt be free! 


His saving pow’r this very hour 
Shall give new life to’ thee ! 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop Bower 


HAT little glimpse is given us of the 
Lord Jesus in the accounts of this 
miracle? 

2. Why did not the woman make her re- 
quest known openly instead of trying to 
touch the Lord? j 

3. What danger was there in the woman’s 
unspoken faith? 

4. How did the faith of the woman make 
her whole? 

5. Though Christ can see all our need, 
what more do we need to do in prayer than 
to worship and praise Him? 
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6. What is wrong with the position of the 
word “immediately” in verse 30? 


, 7. Why did Christ question as to who had 
touched Him? . 


8. What mistakes in the woman’s thinking 
did the Lord correct by bringing her into 
prominence? 


(Answers on page 115) 
we 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“Tuy Farrah Hath Mape THee WHOLE” 


HAT are the objectives of your 
faith? The structure of our les- 
son gives the answers (Mark 5:25-34). 


Faith for salvation.—The woman may 
not have known it, but she needed eter- 
nal life more than she needed to be 
made well. She needed a Redeemer 
more than a doctor. She was like many 
today who try numerous systems of 
treatment, or curious “isms” and “re- 
ligions,” with the vain hope of finding 
a cure, when all the while their deepest 
need is for the touch of God upon their 
hearts (Job 23:3; 2 Tim. 1:12). 

Faith for wisdom.—This poor woman 
did not know what to do for herself, 
and could find no one else who knew. 
She had money, but did not know how 
to use it to her advantage. Life was 
a failure because her vision was turned 
inward and she was unable to make 
sane decisions (Prov. 3:5; Jas. 1:5). 


Faith for victory.—She was timid and 
worry-worn, with downcast eyes and a 
shrinking, halting manner, trying to 
hide in the shadows, yet ever reaching 
out to grasp something that would, at 
best, relieve only one of her many in- 
completenesses. 


Faith for health—The Lord in His 
wisdom brings us to Himself at the point 
of contact where we can begin to ap- 
preciate and understand Him. Can God 
heal bodies? (Jas. 5:15.) Many of us 
have experienced how He draws us 
closer to Himself through sickness, and 
we emerge with a greater determination 
to magnify Him. Does He always heal 
bodies in response to prayer? Wouldn’t 
it be better to be a cheerful, encourag- 
ing invalid than to do nothing worth 
while in an able body? (2 Cor. 12:9; 
Psa. 42:11; Prov. 15:13; 17:22; Isa. 58:8; 
Rom. 12:1, 2.) 

Faith. for joy.—wWith Christian joy 
there is an upreach toward God (1 Pet. 
1:7, 8). As this woman turned her af- 
fections upon Christ in worship and 
thanksgiving, she began to reflect the 
joy that thrilled her being. 

How was faith developed? 

“Had heard.”—Someone had told her 
of the Lord Jesus. Are you filling your 
mind with true stories of the inexhaust- 
ible power of Christ? Has your desire 
been stirred to go to Him? (John 4:42.) 

“I shall be whole.”—She did not have 
to arrange for an interview with Christ, 
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nor take Him any of her dwindling 
funds. Christ was like God, divine, and 
she merely reached forth and received 
the healing power of His glorious person. 
Though she went to the human Jesus, 
you can meet Him as you read the Gos- 
pels and let His Spirit reveal the reality 
of His presence (Matt. 28:20; Phil. 1:21). 

“She was healed.”—This woman would 
never have been healed if she had stood 
back in the crowd, wishing for some 
exuberant, electrifying: “feeling” to 
charge her being. It was after she 
touched Him in faith that “she felt in 
her body that she was healed.” Christ’s 
work in our hearts is ready for us when- 
ever we have faith to receive Him (John 
1:12)... 


“And Jesus, immediately.”—The Lord 
was immediately aware of her touch. 


She had received life from Him; she ~ 
_ was now one of His just as you are the 


moment you believe (John 5:24). 

“Came . . . and told him.’—She sur- 
rendered herself to Him and held com- 
munion with Him, letting Him make her 
not partially well, but completely whole. 

“Go in peace.”—With no more fear 
about the outcome of a bodily ailment, 
she could give her whole heart and mind 
te the fulfilling of a worthy mission in 
life. As Christ bid her “go in peace,” 
He can bid you get into victorious action 
for Him; then it is up to you to believe 
Him and go! 


AvpavaH, CALIF. 


Teaching the Juniors 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


ARK 6 tells us about the healing 
of a man, a woman, and a child. 
They were not related to each other, 


but we learn about all three of them in. 


the same chapter. Last Sunday we 
studied about the man. What did the 
Lord say to him after He healed him? 
(Last week’s Golden Text.) 


Tue Story 


Do you remember that the Gadarenes 
asked the Lord Jesus to leave their 
country? He took a ship going back to 
the other side of the Sea of Galilee. 
There a man, named Jairus, came to 
Him and begged Him to come and heal 
his little girl. The Lord Jesus went 
with him and:a crowd followed. 


There was a woman in that crowd 
who had been ill for twelve years. She 
had been to see many doctors. Not one 
of them had helped her. Some of them 
had hurt her very much trying to cure 
her, but they only made her worse. She 
had had to pay every one of them, and 
now she had no money left. Her health 
was gone and her wealth was gone. 
Who remembers a poem about that? 
(See Lesson for Jan. 19.) 


This poor woman heard of the Lord 
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Jesus and she believed He could heal 
her. She had»come to Him as fast as 
her poor sick body would let her. But 
now He was on the way to heal the 
daughter of one of the rulers of the 
synagogue. She did not dare ask the 
Lord to stop and heal her. But she 
thought, “If I may touch but His clothes, 
I shall be whole.” So she came behind 
with the crowd following the Lord Jesus. 
When she was near enough she reached 
out her hand and touched His garment. 
Immediately she was healed. No one. 
had noticed the poor woman touch 
Christ’s garment, because there was 
such a large crowd. But the Lord Jesus 
knew all about it. He turned around 
and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 
The poor woman was afraid to speak. 


Mary, read what the disciples said, in 
verse 31. They could not understand 
the Lord asking such a question when 
He was followed by a huge crowd. But 
the Lord wanted the poor woman to 
confess Him. He knew she would never 
be quite happy till she told what the 
Lord had done for her. So the Lord 
looked.at her. Then she came and fell 
down before Him and told Him all the 
truth. 


Read what the Lord said to her, in 
verse 34. How glad she was that she 
had confessed Him! If she had not, she 
would never have heard Him say, 
“Daughter.” That meant that she had 
been born into the Lord’s family. Her 
soul was saved and her body was healed 
because she had faith in Christ. 


We do not have time to read in class 
about the Lord Jesus and Jairus’ daugh- 


ter, but I think you will enjoy reading, 


it at home. 
CONCLUSION 


From Mark 5 we learn that the Lord 
Jesus is stronger than Satan. What 
story shows that? We learn that He is 
greater than all earthly doctors. What 
story shows that? And the last story 
shows that He has power over death. In 
this chapter we find Him able to meet 
the need of*a man, a woman, and a 
child. He is, able to meet the need of 
every man, woman, and. child in the 
world today. He is able to meet your 
need. “Be not: afraid, only believe.” 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


I wonder if there is someone in our 
class today like this poor woman, afraid 
to speak out for the Lord. You will 
never be as happy as the Lord wants 
you to be until you have confessed Him. 
If you say on earth, “The Lord Jesus 
has saved me,” He-will say to His Father 
in Heaven, “That is my own dear child.” 
Don’t you want Him to say, “Son” or, 
“Daughter” of/ you? Who will say his 
first word for Christ this morning? (Give 
a minute or two. An opportunity may 
be given each one to tell something the 
Lord has done for him.) 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


 . Februory. 1, 104? 
The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Tepic and Scripture: 
Waat Is Faith? (Mark 5:25-34) 


OW many have a good big remem- 
bering place up here in your head? 
Remember that time the Lord Jesus 
touched someone who had not been 
touched in years? 
Today our story is about a sick woman 
who touched Jesus. 
(Describe her weakness, inability to 
care for her family, her hearing various 


‘ reports about Jesus and believing the 


true one — that He was God and could 
heal.’ Let the children see her get out 
of bed, dress, and, despite protests, set 
forth .to seek Jesus. Tell of her dis- 
appointment at being unable to speak 
to Him because of the noisy crowd, and 
of her resolve to reach through and 
touch Him.) 


Our Memory Verse today is one of 
the sweetest in the whole Bible. (Mark 
5:36, last sentence.) I think we can 
learn it in about one minute. 


Now what does believing mean? Some- 
times. we call it “having faith.”. Do 
we have faith in these chairs on which 
we sit? If we didn’t, how would we 
sit on them? Show me. 


Yes, we have faith in our nice chairs. 
We are sure they will hold us up. Watch 
now while I put on the board what faith 
in Jesus means: . 


I believe Jesus 

Can save from sin, 
Can save me, 

Can save me now. 


How many of us believe this motto? 
He is a wonderful Saviour, isn’t He? 


This past week was Valentine week. . 
Shall we make this motto into a Val- 
entine bookmark for Mother? The 
Treasure Chest has ribbons and the 
heart-shaped cards with the motto 
printed on them. We'll paste the hearts 
onto the ribbons. 

Now we have learned what to believe, 
let us Jearn how. 


The Bible tells us some faith is dead 
or no good. Faith that is real and good 
must be loving and obeying. Let’s play 
a game about this. 

Here is a list of names and a packet 
of gold. stars. As I tell a wee story about 
each name, you decide if this person 
has. real faith in Jesus or not. If so, 
we'll put a star after the name. 


The first one is Charlie. Charlie goes 
to Sunday school and says he believes 
on Jesus. One Sunday on the way home, 
some friends met him and - whispered, 
“Come out behind our garage and we'll 
have fun. We've got matches and ciga- 
rettes;’ But Charlie knew his Christian 
father did not want him to smoke. So 
very bravely he replied; “No, I cannot 
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Lesson for February 16 


go.” Then he hurried home. Was 
Charlie’s faith real? 

Here is a suggestive list of names with 
behavior tests: 

Ida.—Takes forbidden chocolates from 
Mother’s box when alone at home. 

Sam.—Resists strong desire to fight 
when called a Sunday school sissy. 

Madge.—Obeys command to put bed- 
room in order, though pals are waiting 
to play. 

Ernest.—Fusses and pouts over break- 
fast oatmeal, which he dislikes very 
much, 

Marie-~-Gives up listening to radio 
story since weary Father needs quiet. 

Tom.—Apologizes to brother after 
striking him in anger over loss of his 
ball. 


FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 
$3 ’ 


Illustrating the Lesson 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
rear and explaining the conditions upon which 
iifustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 1Q cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier ‘Illustration. Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text: Because of the 
peagent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Faith’s Victory—And had suffered 
many things (Mark 5:26). George Fred- 
erick Handel, the great musician, lost his 
health; his right side was paralyzed; his 
money was gone; and his creditors seized 
and threatened to imprison him. Handel 
was so disheartened by his tragic expe- 
riences that he almost despaired for a 
brief time. . But his faith prevailed, and 
he composed his greatest work, “The 
Hallelujah Chorus,” which is part of his 
great “Messiah.” The Apostle John 
wrote, “This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.”— 
Source unknown, Sent by Alta F. Silsby, 
New Bedford, Mass. 


The Lord’s Prescription—I shall be 
whole (Mark 5:28). A missionary in 
poor health found herself without means, 
in China, and far from any source of 
supplies. But in her distress she claimed 
the promise of God that He would sup- 
ply all her need. Soon she received 
from a businessman in another part of 
China several large boxes of Scotch oat- 
meal. She already had several cans of 
condensed milk, so on the oatmeal and 
milk she lived for four weeks. But as 
time went on, it seemed to agree with 
her, and within a month she was feel- 
ing in ‘excellent health. Later she told 
her story to a group of people which in- 
cluded a physician, and the doctor asked 
the nature of her illness. When she 
told him, he replied; “The, Lord heard 
your prayer and supplied your need 
more than you ever realized. For the 
sickness: from which you were suffer- 
ing, doctors prescribe a four weeks’ diet 
of nothing but oatmeal gruel. The Lord 
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preseribed it for you and saw to it that 
you took the proper remedy.”—From 
Sunday Magazine. Sent by Laura Emer- 
son, Marion, Ind. 


The Great Difference—And Jesus... 
said, Who touched my clothes? And his 
disciples said unto him, Theu seest the 
multitude thronging thee, and sayeth 
thou, Who touched me? (Mark 5:30, 31.) 
Let us mark the words “touched” and 
“thronging.” ‘Is there not.a great differ- 
ence between touching Jesus and merely 
thronging Him? Here is a multitude, 
following Jesus, surrounding Him, so 
close to Him that they pressed Him. 
And yet, no virtue went out of Him 
to them. And ‘here is a poor -trusting 
woman who could only drag herself be- 
hind and touch the edge of His garment. 
And immediately, the Lord’s virtue went 
out to her and she was healed. The 
multitude thronged Him, but only this 
humble creature had touched Him. 
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There was need ond faith in her touch, 
a gentle touch, but what a marvelous 
power it could draw!—From the Upper 
Room. Sent by Irma R. Chapin, Jeffer- 
son, Ohio; and Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Peters- 
burg, Va. 


What the Anesthetist Observed.—And 
he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith 
hath made thee whole (Mark 5:34). J. 
S. Bonnell gave this testimony in 
Harpers: “I talked with a physician 
who is chief anesthetist in a large gen- 
eral hospital, who for twenty-five years 
has been administering to many “hun- 
dreds of people annually. He said: ‘For 
a long time I have observed the mental 
and spiritual attitude of patients coming 
to the operating room. I have noticed 
that. a person with a strong religious 
faith has far less dread. of the operation 
beforehand and a smaller measure of 
physical shock after the operation. . Pa- 
tients who go to the operating table with 
a confident faith in God go through the 
crisis of acute disease more easily and 
have a quicker and less eventful con- 
valescénce.’ ”"—From Tom Olson, in Now. 
Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


Why Don’t You Trust Him?—Be not 
afraid, only believe (Mark 5:36, Golden 
Text). Years ago a young man came 
from Holland to England to ask Mr. 
Spurgeon the old, old question, “What 
shall I do to be saved?” “You know what 
the answer is, ‘Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.’” 
“But I cannot believe in Christ.’ “Well, 
now,” said Mr. Spurgeon, “I have be- 
lieved in Him a good many years, and 
I do trust Him; but if you_ know some- 
thing against Him I should like to know 
it, for I do not like to be deceived.” 
“No, sir, I do not know anything against 
Him.” “Why don’t you trust Him then?” 
“I don’t know.” “Could you trust me?” 
“Yes, I would trust you with anything.” 
“But you don’t know much about me.” 
“No, not much, I believe you are honesf 
and I could trust you.” “You mean to 
say,” thundered Mr. Spurgeon, “that you 
would trust me, and then tell me that 
you: cannot trust Jesus Christ? - You 
must have found out something bad 
about Him. Let me know it!” The 
visitor thought for a moment, and ‘then 
said, “I can see it now. Why, of course, 
I can trust Him; I cannot help trusting 
Him. I must trust Him. I will trust 
Him.” The young Dutchman was Isaac 
Kuyper. He became one of the great- 
est preachers Holland ever had, and 
founder of the “Free University,” | of 
Amsterdam, and the father of Dr. Abra- 
ham Kuyper.—From Southern Presbyte- 
rian Journal. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vin- 


‘img, Franklin Square,.N. Y. Prize illus- 


tration. 
Me 


When the fact of abiding [in Christ) 
is recognized by faith, joy is the imme- 
diate result-——Hudson Taylor.’ 























Lesson for February 16 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 111) 


“1. We are given a glimpse of His clothing, 
for the woman came near to touch the 
hem, or “the fringe of His outer garment.” 
It is believed that He wore an inner robe, 
which was long anu close fitting. This was 
the garb of teachers and was counted nec- 
essary for anyone who read the Scriptures 
in public or took any part in the synagogue. 


Over this He probably wore a square outer ~ 


garment. This was fringed, and the fringes 
were knotted together on each of the cor- 
ners. .It was doubtless one of the corner 
knotted fringes that the woman pressed to 


‘2. In the first place, according to the 
Levitical Law, she was ceremonially unclean 
and had been so for twelve years. Then, 
too, she would have been embarrtassed, to 
speak openly of her disease. 


3. There was the danger of its degener- 
ating into mere superstition. It was not 
the robe — ihe garment, but the Lord Him- 
self who could heal. 


4. Though it was the great power of the 
Leta Jesus Christ that worked the healing, 
the woman's faith made her able to receive 
that healing. 


5. We must do as the woman did in her 
need: tell “him all the truth” (v. 33). If 
He is to deal with our troubles and prob- 
lems, we must bring them to Him (cf. 1 
John 1:9). 


6. The word “immediately” refers to the 
Lord’s turning about, not to His knowing 
that power had proceeded from Him. The 
healing was not because the woman touched 
Christ, but because she had faith in Him. 


7. He knew who had touched Him; He 
turned to see “her that had done this thing.” 
He asked the question in order to bring 
the woman to necessary confession. 


8. She learned that the power was from 
the Lord, not from His robe. She learned 
that even ,in faith there must be the per- 
sohal coming to the Saviour. 


WEsT CoLLincswoop, N. J. 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By Joka W. Lane, Jr. 


2. Give Unprivileged Youth a Square 
Deal (Gal. 6:1, 2; Rom. 15:1) 
(World Brotherhood Day) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N LAST week’s discussién, we saw 
that three kinds of brotherhood are 
recognized in God’s Word: physical, or 
family brotherhood; social and racial 
brotherhood; and spiritual brotherhood. 
Our responsibilities under these: three 
kinds of brotherhood differ, although 
thefe may be some responsibilities that 
are common to two or more of these 
bretherhoods. The challenge of this 
week's topic suggests a responsibility that 
is common to both social brotherhood 
aiid spiritual brotherhood. Let us see 
how this is borne out by a closer ex- 
amination of the topic. 
we 
When we speak of “underprivileged” 
persons today, we usually think ef those 
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iit. do not have opportunities of edu- 
cation, or good environment, or adequate 
housing, or proper food and sanitation. 
Such, privileges are, indeed, important, 
and should give concern to every sincere 
believer. As Christian young people, 
therefore, we should do all in our power 
to co-operate with those agencies that 
have been set up to provide educational 
facilities, food, and clothing, and whole- 
some environment for young people who 
are in need. We have a resporisibility to 
do what we can to bring about a cor- 
rection of these causes of such conditions. 
either by our own efforts, or by enlist- 
ing the help of those who have the means 
and the time and the ability. 


sé 

But, as Christian young people, we 
have a higher and more important re- 
sponsibility which, if neglected, dis- 
counts, or makes ineffective, much that 
we would do to relieve suffering, change 
environment, or provide educational 
facilities. ‘ Carrying Christmas. baskets 
and clothing into an underprivileged 
home may release more money for liquor 
or other evils. It is possible to provide 
excellent housing, opportunities for bet- 
ter employment, better social conditions, 
and better educational opportunities, 
and yet merely give greater opportunity 
for a more refined, but none the less, 
evil way of life. Such efforts to help 
underprivileged persons or groups is 
much like the’ effort spent in washing 
the face of a clock, when the main spring 
is broken. Unless, with our concern 
for the temporal and social welfare of 
our fellow men, there is a deep recogni- 
tion of the need of a change of heart, 
and ‘a disposition to do all that we can 
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to bring such a change, our concern will 
fall far short of what a Christian’s con- 
cern should be. we 


Let us see, then, what are some of 
the privileges that we enjoy as believers, 
and let us endeavor to find out how we 
can, indeed, give those who do not en- 
joy them a “square deal.” 

First of all, we will recognize that 
our greatest privilege as a believer is 
that of salvation. Under this heading 
we may include forgiveness of past sins, 
washing, from defilement, and the real- 
ization that all we need to do, when, for 
any reason we again slip into sin, is to 
confess it to our Heavenly Father, and 
be cleansed and restored to’ fellowship 
with Him. 

Many of us have enjoyed the maryel- 
ous privilege of a Christian home and 
Christian training, and the blessings of 


_these privileges will be appreciated more 


aud more as we grow older, and estab- 
lish homes of our own. Then we will 
begin to realize what a steadying influ- 
ence our Christian home has been, and 
how it has shielded from much that 
would have brought sorrow and suffer- 
ing into our lives. 

Certainly, we should include the priv- 
ilege of Christian instruction and fel- 
lowship, such as many of us have had 
in the Sunday school, church, and our 
young people’s group. Thousands of 
young people in our own land, and mil- 
lions throughout the world know noth- 
ing of such privileges as we enjoy 
through these organized means of grace. 

We could go on enumerating count- 
less other privileges, such as the, joy 
that fills our hearts because of the in- 
dwelling Lord Jesus; the guidance ‘and 
direction that is ours because we know 
Him and love His Word; the* incor- 
ruptible inheritance that is ours in the 
life to come, because of what He ‘has 
done for us; and the freedom from 
anxiety and uncertainty that may. be 
in the hearts of each of us just because 
we know and love Him. All ofthese 
are marvelous privileges that we enjoy 
as believers,.and which we should look 
upon as a stewardship, to be shared with 
and made available to others who: have 
not yet heard the Good News, or through 
some circumstance are not now being 
enjoyed by many other young people. 

We 
What are we going to do about it? 


Dare we think for a moment that we 


are any more worthy to enjoy ‘these 
privileges than countless other young 
people? Should we not be driven ‘to 


our knees to learn from our Heavenly 


Father how He wants to use us to give 
spiritually underprivileged young - peo- 
ple all about us a “square deal”? He is 
willing and ready. His benefits ‘are 
abundantly sufficient to supply all who 
wili have them. What will you do to 
make them available to the millions who 
are in need /of- them? 


PEILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson for February 16 
A Bible Spell Down for 


Promotion Day 
(Continued from page 103) 


‘\ 


information as to who was the strongest 
man, the meekest, the first, the “sweet 
singer,” and many others composed much 
of the catechism or query column. From 
books and quarterlies information was 
secured. Finally the entire list was 
typed and copies run off on the public 
school mimeograph. 

The boys and girls were given these 
sheets and set to work to find the an- 
swers. It took plenty of Bible study 
in the homes to find the answers, and 
in the event this could not be done, then 
the teacher was always ready to assist. 

Came promotion Sunday. The entire 
group was lined up on the platform and 
the quiz began. It lasted for about fif- 
teen minutes, but it was not a dull 
period! Everyone enjoyed it. And the 
old folks had to admit that the younger 
groups were well versed in Bible facts 
and history. 


Corat GABLEs, FLA. 
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Children at Home 
The Finding of Maryam 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


“ H, MISS SAHIB, do come and see 
the child we have found outside 
the compound gate; she is such a poor 
little misery, and won’t speak a word.” 
Ruth Vincent, who, was the head of 
the Indian girls’ school ot Mylapore, had 
certainly never seen a more pitiful -ob- 
ject. The little girl, who was about 
nine, was terror-stricken, but her eyes 
pleaded for pity. 

“We cannot leave her outside like 
this,” said Ruth to her school matron 
at last. “She is evidently too weak and 
starved to walk any farther, and no 
one knows her. She is a stranger in 
the town, so we must try to coax her in, 
until we can make inquiry and try to 
find someone who can help us.” 

Rather to their surprise, the’ child 
was not unwilling to accompany the 
matron, who took her into her charge, 
and managed, after a good meal, which 
she ate ravenously, to clean her up, The 
motherly Indian woman had an irresist- 
ible way with children because of her 
loving-kindness. But she could not get 
the little girl to speak a word, though 
she tried several languages. She began 
to wonder if she were deaf and’ dumb. 
The: other girls called her “Maryam,” 
after a Spaniel left. when her master 
went home to Europe. The dog had big, 
haunting brown eyes, and though -she 
accepted all the kindness the girls lav- 
ished upon her at the school, yet she 
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WANTED: PRAYER HELPERS 


We believe that the and effectiveness 
of our school will be increased as more 
people pray for us. 


We will send the Doorstep Evangel, a four- 
page monthly, to you 


regularly you 
will put us on your prayer list. Write today. 
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Young women and young men 
to start training now for mental 
nursing 


Liberal Salary 
Pleasant Home Environment 
Write 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
Goffle Hill Road Wyckoff, N. J. 
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---A printing plant equipped 
with modern American machinery 


to preduce urgently needed 
evangelical literature for all 





parts of Europe ...a plant managed by one of America’s 
foremost Christian printing and publishing houses. 


‘Aeants wn Europe are wide 
open to the gospel, but multitudes of 
Europeans have no one to preach to 
them. Spiritual literature is recognized 
as the most effective means of reaching 
these people for Christ—now. Here is 
an opportunity for Christians in Amer- 


_ ica to respond and take part in one of 


the most down-to-earth missionary 
projectsofourday. 


A sum of $24,000 is needed to pur- 
chase a typesetting machine and for- 
eign language matrices, a small and 
medium sized automatic press, com- 
posing room and binding equipment. 
Included in this sum is a beginning in- 
ventory of paper and ink, transporta- 
tion for the machinery and transpor- 
tation for a European director and a 
printing superintendent and his wife. 


a 


Gifts for this work are de- 
ductible for income tax 
purposes. 

Every dollar contributed 
~7ill bé used only for the 
founding of this print- 


ing plant in Switzer- NAME. 


All other office and plant personnel 
will be Swiss or European Christians. 
Goop News Pustisners of Chicago— 
a non-profit Christian organhization— 
will manage and operate the Swiss 
printing plant. Gospels, Testaments, - 


‘books, booklets, tracts and Scripture 


portions will be printed in the French, 
German, Dutch, Italian, Polish, Slova- 
kian, Hungarian, Russian and other 
languages. 

This missionary project is made known so 
that God’s people may pray for and contri- 
bute to it. Your gift will help buy one of 
the presses or other pieces of printing equip- 
ment. Your gift will bring the Word of God 
in attractive printed form to Europeans. 
both young and old who are starving, physi- 
cally and spiritually . . . most of whom have 
never heard of God’s way of salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


CONTRIBUTION FORM 


GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS Dept. ST 

411 S. Wells Street © Chicago 7, Illinois 
Attention: Mr, Dennis, President 

Gere is my gift of $. 

be used for the beginning of the printing plant .in Switzerland. 
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CHILDREN 
OF LEPROUS PARENTS 


need never<contract the disease if proper 
care is provided at an early age. Many 
are being trained to serve as Christian 
teachers, evangelists, and clinicians to 
bring relief to those suffering from leprosy 
in India, China, and the Philippines. You, 
too, can help. For information write to 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
LEPROSY MISSION, Inc. 


U.S.A. - P. O, Box 8164, Portland 7, Oregon 


CANADA ~- Care of Fairview Branch, Canadien Bank 
of Commerce, Sixth and Granville, Vancouver, B. C. 





A practical program of evange- 





POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 


= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 





é ; os pa 
tise, WVacshon Bible Schoola” Proves 

ee ed a 7 

Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 
Serving Your Colored Neighbors 


Negroes are at the crossroads. Are 
Christians pine S give them sound 
Bible teaching or dd nothing while 
Communists win their loyalty? 
Prayer Helpers Wanted. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Box3 Atlanta, Georgia 






















Help boys and girls 
LIVE A VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE 





Animate 
your words with 


CHRISTIAN’S 
TWO NATURES 


s bookstores 


* SCRIPTURE PRESS « 


Available at most religio 
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pined for her master and eventually | 


died. 

The girls got tired of trying to make 
Maryam speak, though gradually a look 
of intelligence would sometimes sweep 
over her face. She had been about a 
week in the school when a car accident 
occurred just outside the gates. 

An old blind man, crossing the road, 
had been knocked down, and a fat 
Hindu merchant was very angry with 
his Indian driver — “You careless ras- 
cal,” he shouted. “Couldn’t you see that 
the old beggar was blind? But, anyway, 
I’m not responsible; it was his own 
fault.” The poor old man lay still in 
the dust of the street, the crowd shout- 
ing and waving their arms wildly. 

The polic seemed incapable of act- 
ing until an Indian doctor happened to 
come along. He knelt down and exam- 
ined the old man with great care. “I 
am. on the staff of the mission hospital,” 
he told. the police, “and this old man 
must be taken there immediately. He 
still hives, but I fear he is badly in- 
jured and must be treated at once.” An 
ambulance was called, and, in a short 
time, the old man, still unconscious, was 
made as comfortable as possible. 

The poor old man had, with his little 
granddaughter, set out to try to get toa 
town with a hospital, as he had been told 
his sight could be restoréd there. It 
had been a long, trying journey from 
their northern village, and, on arriving 
at the town, his little granddaughter 
had gone to try to find a hospital, as 
her. grandfather was exhausted. ~ She 
had not returned, and her old grand- 
father was in terrible distress about her. 
Indeed, he was in such a state of anxiety 
that the doctor said they must make 
every effort to try to ease his mind. 
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Fortunately, someone had heard about 

the little girl who had been admitted 
to the mission school, and forthwith a 
message was sent which soon brought 
the matron and Maryam. When they 
entered the men’s ward, and came near 
the old man’s bed, Maryam with a cry 
of pure joy rushed to him and was 
folded in his arms. Oh! What a happy 
reunion it was, although, alas, it did not 
last long, for the old man had been so 
badly hurt that he lived only a few 
days. He was, however, made content 
when he knew’ his little granddaughter 
was in good hands. 
* Maryam was an orphan, without a 
single relative anywhere, and so the 
school adopted her, all contributing a 
little to her keep, Instead of the silent, 
miserable little girl, she became a loving, 
unselfish child, who did all she could 
to express her heartfelt thanks. She 
soon learned to understand the new lan- 
guage spoken at the school, and she 
worked very hard at her lessons. 

It is a very different Maryam who has 
now come to know and love her Sav- 
iour. She is quite alone in the world, 
but she knows that she has a Friend 
who will never leave her nor forsake 
her. 


WorTHING, Sussex, Enc. 
we 


Our Daily Trials 
(Continued from “second page) 


with the keen anguish which seemed 
so nearly to master Him! In His dying 
. .. the One who had been ever in 
Him and with Him had, for a while, hid 
Himself from the face of His well-be- 
loved Son; hence the piercing cry, “My 














The Golden 








Text in Song 
ROBERT HARKNESS 


























Harkness is the composer and director of two correspondence courses: 

No. 1, “Evangelistic Hymn Playing,’ for pianists in chureh, Sunday ‘school, 

Reopie’s ong ws, and pe ei No. 2, nd Gospel songs. Ag gy es 

learn do so. . Write for free ba to wees 0 N. Than A oy Ty 
ena 1, Calif, 





fr 








ra 2 tate 


=< 



































EO 














7 


Lesson for February 16 


he Sunday School Times 


President and Editor 
Puiuie E. Howarp, Jr. 
Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
\ D. T. Ricuman 
Associate Editor 
Joun W. LANE, JR. 
Correspondence Editor: Emiry D. Smrra 


Contributing Editors: JoserH P. Free, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; Ernest Gorpon, 
Survey, editorials, and reviews. ~ 


Advertising Manager: Rosert H. BLoom 








Former President 
Pui E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray Trumpvutt, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TrumMBuL., 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
five years, $8.75; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $1.75 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co. 

325 N. 13th St, Phila. 5, Pa. 











God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” 

Be this, then, our comfort in loneli- 
ness: It is, it must be ever sweet to 
suffer with our Lord, to tread the path 
in which He trod. We only need dis- 
tinctly and vividly to ‘realize His pres- 
ence and His sympathy with us. Lonely 
as He was we can never be, for His 
promise to-us is sure: “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” “Fear 
thou not; for I am with thee: be, not 
dismayed, for I am thy God.” Yet at 
times we may be very lonely, as re- 
gards earthly companionship and earthly 
sympathy. Lonely in our joy — the thrill 
whieh - makes our heart bound may 
touch none but ourselves. Lonely in 
our sorrow — what heart, even the most 
loving, can fully know the reasons or 
measure the depth of our anguish? It 
weighs us down with its daily gnawing 
pain,“ and none but God can tell its 
force! 

In a certain sense, we all are and must 
be lonely from the cradle to the grave, 
“The heart knoweth his own bitterness; 
and a stranger doth not intermeddle 
with his joy” (Prov. 14:10). “Every 
man shall bear his own burden.” “Our 
hermit spirits dwell .and range apart”; 
but the very sense of loneliness on earth 
should make us cling the closer to Him 
who sticketh closer than a brother. He 
can read us aright, though by all others 
we. should be misunderstood. He can 
feel. for us_in our burden of cares. and 
anxiety, in°our doubts and perplexities, 
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in all our weariness and heartache. He 
rejoices in our joy: in the loved one 
restored to health; in the blessing won 
at last, after many disappointments and 
oft-repeated failures; in the first ray of 
sunshine in a cloudy place, in the poor 
parched desert of our hearts, where once 
perchance some flower has suddenly 
beén found to grow and blossom. Is 
there not comfort in that thought? 

Oh, call thyself no longer alone, so 
long as thou art near Him. Only keep 
a firm hold of His hand, which is ever 
ready to sustain thee. He knows full 
well thy wants and fears, thy hopes and 
disappointments. He may tarry a while 
before He makes thee know the full 
blessedness which comes with His pres- 
ence; but though He tarry, faint not. Let 
us steadfastly gaze upward where light 
should be, and after long gazing the 
light will surely burst upon us, and we 
shall be comforted, 

Though all the world deceive me, 
I know that I am Thine; 


And Thou ‘wilt never leave me, 
O blessed Saviour mine. 


Oh, for that choicest’ blessing 
Of living in Thy love, 

And thus on earth possessing 
The peace of Heaven. above. 


(To be continued) 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday, School Lesson Committee. 


February 10 to 16 
Mon.—John 17:37-44. Christ the Living Water. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” 
Christ is our only hope of eternal sal- 
vation -and satisfaction. All the heart 
can wish for of good in time and eter- 
nity is in Christ the fountain of every 
blessing. The conditions of obtaining 
from Christ this. “living water” are 
“thirst” and faith -responding to His 
“come.” Rivers of living water flow 
out of every believer as the result of 
the fullness of the Spirit in their hearts. 
Pray for the Dallas Theological Semi- 
nary, faculty, and-student body, 3901 

Swiss Ave,, Dallas 4, Texas. 


Tues.—John 8:1-11. A Woman Forgiven. 
PRAYER SvuGcESTIONS: “Woman, where 
are those thine accusers? hath no man 
condemned thee? She said, No man, 
Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither 
do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” 
The sinful woman condemned by the 
Law, society, and her own conscience 
had a friend in the Friend of sinners. 
There, in the Lord’s presence, in a mo- 
ment of time, she passéd from the dark- 
ness of sin into the glorious light and 
liberty of the Gospel. .Who is a pardon- 
ing God like Thee! and who has grace 
80 rich and free? Pray for Portugal. 
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Daily Devotional Readings 


This distinctive magazine which is read by thousands 
in America, Canada, and the British Isles now con- 
tains enlightening comments on daily ry read- 
ings. Contains also articles to prophecy, 
Bible research, world events, and victorious Christian 
life. Pastors, Bible teachers, and Christians in every 
walk need the help and inspiration which its sixty- 
four pages afford. Editor: Rev. G. P. Raud, President 
of the American Seminary of the Bible, Subscrip- 
tions: $1 a year; four subscriptions, $3. 
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United States: 
1101 East 35th Street, Bropklyn 10, N. Y. 
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SYSTEMATICALLY, INTELLIGENTLY 
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What a comfort it is 
to have a fixed income that does 
not vary with business ups and 
downs! With a Moody Annuity, 
you can look ahead through the 
years with confidence, knowing 
that your income will nét fluctuate. 


in the forty years since the Moody Annuity Plan was instituted, every 
annuitant has received his check as regularly as clockwork ... and 
always for the full amount! Moody Annuities are backed by all 
the resources of the Institute, and provide an ideal method of 


obtaining a safe, dependable. income. More than that, you have 





the joy of sharing in the Institute's ministry of preparing earnest 
young men and women for fruitful service for our Lord. It will pay 


é you to investigate this plan. 


@ Mail the coupon today 
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Wed.—John 8:12-20. mY. 
Jesus Defends His Testimony. 
Prayer Sucecestions: “I am one that 
bear witness of myself, and‘ the Father 
that sent me beareth witness of me.” 
Our Lord answered unbelief with truth. 
His own witness was true; and the 
Father also testified to His Sonship. 
Learn to answer the doubts of men in 
the Lord’s gentle; Scriptural way. God’s 
truth should be spoken whether men 
hear or forbear. The best weapon: 
against’ falsehood is truth. Pray for 
Multnomah School of the Bible, 703 N.E. 
Multnomah, Portland 12, Oreg. 


Thars.—John 8:21-30.: 
Jesus Warns of Judgment. 
Prayer Succestions: “If ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 
After death is the judgment. Christ 
warned of judgment. He warned men 
of the danger of dying in their sins. 
Few real, tearful, solemn warnings of 
the future destiny of sinners are heard 
today. When did you hear a sermon f 
on “And these shall go away into ever- ee 
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into life eternal”? (Matt. 25:46.) Re- 
member the Lord will be ashamed of 7 
everyone who is ashamed of His words. | 4 
Pray for Italy. 


tig 
Fri—John 8:51-56. oo 
The Believing Spirit Is Eternal. ie 
Prayer Succrstions: “If a man keep g 
my saying, he shall never see death.” 
Eternal unbelief will be the portion of 
all who die in unbelief; and eternal faith 
will be the joy and comfort of all who 
die in the faith. The issues of eternity | § 
are all settled in this life. After death i & 
he that is holy will be holy still, and 
he that is filthy will be filthy still, Des- 
tiny is here settled forever. Pray for 
Russia. 


Sat.—John 9:1-11, 35-38. h 
Jesus Heals the Blind Man. = | 
Prayer Succestions: “Jesus made clay, : 
and anointed mine eyes, and said unto 
me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash; 
and I went and washed, and I received 
sight.” The man knew who gave him ei 
directions. The miracle happened when 4 
he carried them out. Obedience to the 
Lord is the only way out of darkness 
for saint and sinner. Obey Christ and 
you will know Christ and obtain the al 
peace He gives. Pray for Poland. & 
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Sun.—1 John 2:7-11. The Light of Love. 4... a) 
Prayer Succestions: “He that lovethho aso | 
his brother abideth in the light” ® “| 
Darkness and sin are always found | 
together. Light and love are neverz > | 
found apart. “He that hateth his, oa ; 
brother is in darkness.” Before yup pe .@ 
were converted you were “hateful” ® : 
and you hated one another; but now 
that you are in Christ and know Him, ¢ 
you love one another as He gave com- 
mandment. Sad it is when brethren 
dwell in disunity. Pray for Great 
Britain. 























